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Young Adults for Liberty president Michael Majcherczyk sets up the 
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University Singers were nominated for a Grammy for their participation with Meredith Monk's album Songs 
of Ascension.
Winter Residence Halls
     With the political climate 
heating up, Young Americans 
for Liberty (YAL) is the new-
est political organization on 
campus geared towards edu-
cating the student population 
on the importance of political 
YAL Continued on Page 6
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Singers and Professor Nominated for Grammy 
Stephanie Agudelo
Staff Writer
     Robert Aldridge, John J. 
Cali School of Music profes-
sor of theory and composi-
tion, and the Montclair State 
University Singers were hon-
ored with nominations for 
the 54th Annual Grammy 
Awards. 
 Around midnight last 
Wednesday, Nov. 30, Aldridge 
received a phone call telling 
him that his opera "Elmer 
Gantry" had been nominat-
ed for a Grammy Award for 
Best Contemporary Classical 
Composition. 
     “I’m glad I stayed up a lit-
tle later that night,” Aldridge 
joked, explaining that he had 
never even thought of being 
nominated for a Grammy in 
his musical career. 
  "Elmer Gantry" received 
numerous award nomina-
tions, including Best Engi-
neered Album, Classical, 
and Blanton Alspaugh, the 
album’s producer, received a 
nomination for Producer of 
the Year, Classical.
   “It’s an honor to even be 
nominated. Hundreds of peo-
ple are nominated and they 
University Singers and Opera 'Elmer Gantry' Among this Year's Nominations
    Residential Education and 
Services has officially deemed 
Freeman Hall, Bohn Hall and 
the entire Dinallo Heights 
complex to be un-staffed and 
closed during the entire up-
coming winter break. These 
complexes will be officially 
closed at 11 a.m. on Friday, 
Dec. 23 and will reopen at 
1 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 15, 
2012.
    As the end of the semes-
ter approaches, students are 
making their winter break 
preparations. Many will 
choose to stay on campus in 
order to complete Winter Ses-
sion classes. However, if stu-
dents living in these complex-
es wish to remain on campus, 
certain arrangements need to 
be made.
     An email circulated on 
Nov. 14 from Kevin Schafer, 
assistant director of Housing 
Assignments, stating that 
displaced students who cur-
rently reside in “closed” resi-
dence halls will be required 
to relocate to Webster Hall 
narrow it down to about five,” 
Aldridge said. “Being nomi-
nated is just as good as win-
ning.”
     Aldridge has been a profes-
sor at Montclair State Uni-
versity for 12 years and feels 
that MSU is a university that 
encourages the arts. 
    “It’s great to represent the 
school with this nomination 
because we’re a university 
that is very supportive of the 
arts,” Aldridge said. “In my 
time here I have been able 
to see them build Alexander 
J. Kasser Theater and the 
John J. Cali School of Music. 
So I’d say there’s been a huge 
amount invested in the arts 
here, especially in music.” 
     Additionally, Associate Pro-
fessor and Director of Choral 
Activities Heather Buchanan 
will also have the honor of 
a Grammy nomination in a 
different way. Although she 
was not nominated herself, 
Buchanan led the Montclair 
State University Singers as 
they participated in Mere-
dith Monk’s album Songs of 
Ascension. 
 The album’s producer, 
The Dinallo Heights will be among the buildings closed for winter break.
The Montclarion | Haylee Lenkey
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1  On Nov. 28:
On Nov.28:
On Dec. 2:      
 6 On Dec. 2:
 7
2   A female student reported the theft of her unsecured laptop from Richardson Hall. This matter is under investigation.
A female student reported being harassed by her professor while in 
Richardson Hall. The victim declined to pursue charges in this matter.
10
A resident of Parker Hall reported being harassed by her roommate and 
her friends. The victim declined to pursue charges in this matter.
Michael Volski, 21, of Edison was arrested for disorderly conduct and 
resisting arrest while in Fenwick Hall. He is scheduled to appear in Little 
Falls Municipal Court.
7 
A female student reported being harassed by her ex-boyfriend while in 
Fenwick Hall. The victim declined to pursue charges in this matter.
On Nov. 30:4
9
8
 3 On Nov. 30: Sotiris Spiliotopoulos, 21, of Dover; Matthew Trivigo, 19, of Denville and Brandon Cunningham, 19, of Rockaway were arrested for possession of 
marijuana and paraphernalia while in Einstein Hall. They are scheduled to 
appear in Little Falls Municipal Court.
On Dec. 1:5
 8 On Dec. 5: Samuel St. Juste, 21, of Boonton was arrested for theft and filing a false police report while in Russ Hall. He is scheduled to appear in Montclair 
Municipal Court.
In last week's issue Romarick 
Hough should have been iden-
tified as the "alleged" scammer 
in the article "Nicki Minaj Scam-
mer Update."
The Montclarion willingly cor-
rects its factual errors. If you 
think we've made a mistake in a 
story, please call Editor-in-Chief 
Katherine at ext. 5230.
2
A female employee reported being harassed by another employee while 
in the Red Hawk Diner. This matter is under investigation.
Frank Perez, 20, of Belleville was arrested for shoplifting from the 
University Bookstore. He is scheduled to appear in Little Falls Municipal 
Court.
10On Nov. 26: Dartanyon Martin, 19, of East Orange was arrested for possession of marijuana and paraphernalia while in Gibson Hall. He is scheduled to 
appear in Little Falls Municipal Court.
        
December 8, 2011 • The Montclarion  news  3
Heights Vandalizing Continues, Residents Pay Up
Continued From Page 1
Grammy
The Grammy Awards 
will air February
 12 at 8 p.m. on CBS.
Image Courtesy of MSU website
     As the semester draws to a close, 
reports of damages in the Heights have 
increased, according to campus police. 
Recent damages include another bro-
ken television, stolen peepholes, sto-
len and broken signs and vomit in the 
stairwells. For students, this means 
more charges to their accounts to com-
pensate for the damages. 
  "The grand total is more than 
$1799.98,” said Leslie Ann Frishberg, 
community director of Dinallo Heights. 
“We are still waiting for repair costs 
for certain items, so that number will 
change. The cost for students is going 
to be approximately $3 [per student].”
     Although things seem to be look-
ing up, students are not happy with 
being charged the small sum of $3. "I 
understand why we're being charged, 
but I wish the people actually causing 
the damage will turn themselves in," 
said Dinallo Heights resident Kirsten 
Sughrue. "It's not really fair to those 
who are innocent."
     In addition, this time there have 
been multiple reports of specific resi-
dents who were seen or heard doing the 
damage. Once those specific situations 
have been investigated, those students 
will be charged individually if found re-
sponsible. If the students are not found 
responsible, the cost will come back on 
the community, and all students will 
be charged. 
      The actual number of damages that 
occurred in November is significantly 
less than in September and October. 
Dinallo Heights had 20 days in a row 
without any reported damages. 
     “The fact that there have been re-
ports from students about the indi-
viduals who may be responsible shows 
me that our efforts have been work-
ing,” said Frishberg. “There unfortu-
nately isn’t too much we can do to stop 
the damages. What we can do is keep 
the residents as informed as possible 
through advertising and emails, as we 
have been doing since October.”
     Although people are starting to come 
forward about what they have seen or 
heard, students are still upset about 
the damages. 
     “I am happy that the charges are 
becoming less, but I am still unhappy 
that people aren’t treating our new 
buildings as they should be treated,” 
said freshman Gabriella Grudza. “The 
charges shouldn't be happening at all, 
but I am glad that people are finally 
taking responsibility for their actions.”
      If residents continue to provide their 
community directors and community 
assistants with information regarding 
who may be responsible, whether they 
heard about it or saw it happen, the 
charges can be billed to the appropri-
ate people. 
     “My colleague, Nate Parsell, the com-
munity director for Machuga Heights, 
made an interesting point to his resi-
dents,” said Frishberg. “We all pay tax-
es. That money goes towards numerous 
things, including repairs to roadways, 
signs and community property within 
any given town, city or municipality.” 
     “You may not necessarily be the one 
that caused that damage, but it’s up to 
the community to pay for it if it hap-
pens,” said Frishberg. “In a community 
such as a residence hall, we promote 
your ability to come forward with in-
formation so the appropriate persons 
involved can be addressed.”
     Though damages to residence halls 
are unavoidable, Residential Educa-
tion hopes that they will continue to 
decrease as time goes on. The staff and 
Hall Council have begun planning for 
next semester and hope that with a lot 
of programming and positive commu-
nity building in the Heights, students 
will be encouraged to behave in more 
positive ways by channeling their en-
ergy into events rather than trouble. 
     “We want to create a more proud 
community, proud to be in Dinallo, 
proud to be at MSU,” said Frishberg. 
“Hopefully with that pride and positive 
community, we will see less and less 
common area damages.”
Catherine Baxter
Staff Writer
Manfred Eicher, was nominated for 
Producer of the Year, Classical. The 
Montclair State University Singers 
worked with Meredith Monk, the Todd 
Reynolds Quartet and the M6 on Songs 
of Ascension.
     “We won’t be going to Los Angeles 
for the Grammys, but we will be watch-
ing on TV. How did I feel when I found 
out? Well I was ecstatic! The students 
too! I knew we had four preliminary 
nominations so I was really, really hop-
ing that we’d make it into the finals,” 
said Buchanan of this honor.
     Students who did not perform in 
either production but still belong to the 
John J. School of Music were immedi-
ately thrilled. 
     “Being a part of something this pow-
erful and this successful is really ex-
citing,” said senior Johanna Zuleta, a 
music education major. “While I wasn’t 
part of either work, just to say that I 
know these people and am a student 
within this school is amazing. 
     “I’m very proud to say that I’m a 
part of this music program and it’s one 
more step for us to prove that we are a 
program to be reckoned with.”
     The 54th Annual Grammy Awards 
will air on Feb. 12, 2012 at 8 p.m. on 
CBS. To view a full list of the nomi-
nees, visit Grammy.com.
Residents will continue to pay for damages to property at The Heights until suspects are reported. 
The Montclarion | Andrew Mears
Professor Robert Aldridge 
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*Undergraduate students at MSU receive one ticket at no additional charge to every event through the Performing Arts Fee with their valid student I.D.
Announcing two special performances
and community conversations with 
Bill T. Jones
 Exclusively for the MSU community!
Thursday, Jan. 19 and Friday, Jan. 20
7:30pm | Alexander Kasser Theater
World Premiere 
Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane
Dance Company
Story/Time  
Be the first to see this world premiere production
and meet  Bill T. Jones in a candid post-show Q & A!
Dec. 17 • 8:00pm
Shanghai Quartet
feat. Michel Lethiec (clarinet) and Marji Danilow (double bass)
featuring selections from Porgy and Bess
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All MSU students, faculty and staff can get two 
tickets to either preview performance at no charge.  
Reserve today with your valid MSU I.D. by visiting  
the Alexander Kasser Theater Box Office.
Don’t wait: space for this event is limited.
Reserve your seats today!
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Dec. 7, 8, 9, 10, 
12, 13 & 14 • 7:30pm
Dec. 11 • 2:00pm
John J. Cali School of Music | 
Dept. of Theatre and Dance
Rags
L. Howard Fox Theatre
Dec. 8 • 7:30pm
John J. Cali School of Music
MSU Wind Symphony and 
MSU Symphonic Band
Alexander Kasser Theater
Dec. 9 • 7:30pm
John J. Cali School of Music
MSU Opera Workshop – 
Opera Scenes
Alexander Kasser Theater
Dec. 11 • 3:00pm
John J. Cali School of Music
University Singers & MSU Chorale
Beatrice Crawford
Memorial Concert
Memorial (Clausen) and Parables (Aldridge)
Alexander Kasser Theater
Meet the creative team behind Parables in a special pre-show 
interfaith panel discussion. See peakperfs.org for details!
Before the Show!
     An anti-bullying Bill of Rights law 
workshop will be taking place at Mont-
clair State University this Friday, Dec. 
9 from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. The work-
shops will focus on strategies for deal-
ing with bullying and victims of bully-
ing. The workshops will also show how 
to deal with bullying legally and effec-
tively. 
     “New Jersey’s anti-bullying laws 
are among the toughest in the nation, 
requiring that our schools protect chil-
dren from harassment, intimidation 
and bullying at all grade levels,” said 
Dean Ada Beth Cutler in a press re-
lease. 
    “The College of Education and Hu-
man Services at Montclair State has 
long been committed to working with 
our partners in schools and districts to 
ensure student success.”
     The workshop, called HIB/Anti-Bul-
lying Initiatives: Progress, Evaluation 
and Strategies in K-12 Schools, is a re-
sult of the new law that went into effect 
on Sept. 1 of this year that requires all 
public schools to develop policies and 
development programs for staff and re-
port the results. 
     Conference speakers will include 
retired Police Lt. Gary Moleta, former 
training and development coordina-
tor for the New Jersey Association of 
An End to Bullying
Matt Mitchell
Staff Writer
School Resource Officers; Gerald Ver-
notica, Montclair State University as-
sociate professor and former assistant 
commissioner; Joseph Oluwole, Hack-
ensack attorney and Montclair State 
University assistant professor; Gina 
Grasso, an 8th grade teacher at Grover 
Cleveland School in West Caldwell and 
Sara Goldstein, Montclair State Uni-
versity associate professor of family 
and child studies.
     The conference will also feature pre-
sentations and workshops from Mont-
clair State University faculty members, 
school administrators and government 
officials on topics including cyberbul-
lying, promoting a positive school en-
vironment, the long-term effects and 
possibly mental health issues that can 
ensue from student bullying and oth-
ers.  
    The conference will take place in the 
University Hall Conference Center and 
registration is required. The price for 
MSU students is $60, members of the 
MSU Network for Educational Renewal 
will pay $90 and attendees from other 
schools will pay $125. Questions about 
the conference can be directed to Petra 
Knox at knoxp@mail.montclair.edu.
Continued From Page 1
YAL
Continued From Page 1
Housing
Closed Residence Halls: 
Freeman Hall, Bohn Hall and Dinallo 
Heights
Winter Break Housing is available in 
Webster Hall for residents of the closed 
halls for $32 a night.
CHECK OUT 
THEMONTCLARION.ORG
FOR EVENT COVERAGE
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and will be charged $32 per night that 
they stay in this complex. Housing in 
this complex will run from December 
23 to Jan. 15. The relocation is limited 
and will be served on a first come, first 
serve basis. 
     “This is a great opportunity for stu-
dents interested in taking winter ses-
sion or those that need a place to stay 
over break,” the email stated. 
     When asked about the inclusion of 
this nightly charge, Dominic Petruz-
zelli, executive director of Residential 
Education and Services, said, “Room 
rates are adjusted accordingly in build-
ings that will remain open for the Win-
ter Break.   
     “Students who choose to stay in Ma-
chuga Heights and are approved will 
not incur any additional charges.”
     This charge will not apply to students 
choosing to stay in open residence halls 
during the break. Other open housing 
units include the Village at Little Falls, 
Hawk Crossings Apartments, Sinatra 
Hall and resident rooms in Russ Hall. 
Each will be fully staffed and operation-
al. Students living in these complexes 
are welcome to stay the entire duration 
of the break but must first notify their 
community director of their stay.
   The process used to decide which res-
idence halls will stay opened is based 
on yearly student trends and specific 
housing needs during the winter break. 
Relocation to Webster Hall is currently 
the only option for students who wish to 
stay but cannot remain in their rooms.
    Students are concerned about the in-
clusion of a charge for housing in addi-
tion to the tuition they are spending on 
winter session classes and both fall and 
spring semester housing. 
     Valerie Schendel, 19, a sophomore 
living in Basilone Heights, said, “I 
think that’s kind of dumb because you 
pay so much for [the Heights] already, 
so why should you have to pay more for 
it?”
    Lindsay Vasquez, 19, also a soph-
omore in Basilone, said, “I guess it 
makes sense, but you’re paying all this 
money to live there, why pay more to 
stay open? Tuition is already an is-
sue.” 
    Both Vasquez and Schendel were 
previously unaware that there would 
be a charge included in staying for the 
winter session. 
     The charge is certainly an issue as 
many students will be unable to carry 
this extra expense. However, when 
asked as to whether there will be ad-
ditional options for students living in 
closed residence halls, Petruzzelli said, 
“Students are encouraged to make pri-
or arrangements to vacate their room 
during the break if their building will 
not remain open.”
     Students who live in Bohn, Freeman 
and Machuga Heights may contact 
Residential Education and Services 
with their requests and concerns at re-
sed@mail.montclair.edu. 
involvement. 
      YAL describes itself as a politically 
moderate organization with a primary 
focus on restoration and preservation 
of civil liberties, transparency, per-
sonal freedoms, peace and democracy, 
low taxes and free markets. Since its 
creation in 2008 at the end of U.S. Con-
gressman Ron Paul’s presidential bid, 
YAL has spread to over 220 college 
campuses nationwide.
     The newest chapter at Montclair 
State has already motivated students 
ready to participate and spread the or-
ganization’s ideals and values into the 
community. On Saturday, Dec. 2, six 
members volunteered their time and 
effort at Eva’s Soup Kitchen in Pater-
son. 
     Daniel Kosciuszko, president of YAL 
at Montclair, noted that charitable acts 
are integral in developing positive re-
lations with others and wanted to pro-
mote that value in this event. 
     “The point of this event was to dem-
onstrate the advantages of efficient 
and effective private charities over 
wasteful, bloated government welfare 
programs, while helping our local com-
munity when they need it most,” Ko-
sciuszko said.
     Whether the goal is to persuade 
or inform students, YAL  has already 
succeeded in generating intellectual 
questions regarding the government. 
YAL’s adviser, Dr. Brian Smith, points 
out that the organization’s vision en-
compasses scholarly debate on current 
events. 
     “A goal of this organization is to cre-
ate a forum for reading and discussing 
economic and political principles and 
to get a discussion generated about the 
legitimate scope of government,” he 
said.
     Josean Otero, a political science ma-
jor at Montclair, is not a current mem-
ber but is excited for the opportunity to 
be politically active. 
     “For one thing, it’s reassuring to 
have a group that can act as a coun-
terbalance to the SDS on campus,” he 
said. He referred to the campus organi-
zation Students for a Democratic Soci-
ety which participated in a debate with 
YAL yesterday. (See sidebar)
     “I’m impressed with the club’s com-
munal efforts already, and I’m excited 
to speak on ideas that aren’t talked 
about in class,” said Otero.
     Participating in community service 
projects, such as Eva’s Kitchen, pro-
vides students with the opportunity 
to be exposed to issues on a first-hand 
basis. 
     “We not only were exposed to the 
massive poverty within our own com-
munity, we also learned a great deal 
about how private charities operate 
and are funded,” Kosciuszko said. 
     Eva’s Kitchen, which has been in 
existence for 30 years, it part of Eva’s 
Village, a larger community consisting 
of half-way houses, homes for the poor 
and drug rehabilitation services. 
 YAL emphasizes that none of 
Eva’s projects are funded by the gov-
ernment. Instead, it is supported by 
donations from corporations, religious 
institutions and citizens. Eight mil-
lion dollars are spent annually towards 
feeding the poor, a humanitarian ser-
vice that they suggest would cost tax-
payers money each year if run by the 
government. 
    Joseph DiFranco, a member of YAL 
and volunteer at Eva’s Kitchen, allud-
ed to how the local demographics con-
nect with the principles advocated by 
the organization. 
   “Because we are a public school and 
we live in an ethnically diverse area on 
the outskirts of New York City, Liberty 
allows people of all races to relate to 
that struggle,” said DiFranco. 
     Overall, about 60 people showed up 
to eat, with another 20 being served 
outside.
    Daniel Kosciuszko assures that the 
organization will continue the volun-
teer work in the coming semesters. “Af-
ter all, why occupy Wall Street when 
you can help those in need through vol-
unteering?” he said. 
    Young Americans for Liberty (YAL) 
debated with the Students for a Demo-
cratic Society (SDS) in a public session 
yesterday in order to distinguish the 
differences between the two organiza-
tions. 
    The debate took place at 4 p.m. on the 
fourth floor of the Student Center in a 
five-versus-five panel setting. About 20 
students attended to watch. 
    Certain issues highlighted their sim-
ilarities – such as a desire to end the 
war on drugs, bring an end to unjust 
or unprovoked wars, foreign occupation 
and corporatism. 
    However, YAL and SDS have con-
flicting beliefs regarding the manner in 
which government institutions should 
be utilized to solve current issues, as 
well as the extent of their influence. 
    SDS supports the Occupy Wall Street 
movement, allocating money into so-
cial programs and tax increases for the 
rich. 
    On the other hand, YAL advocates 
free markets that operate without gov-
ernment interference, in addition to tax 
cuts. They also want to end inefficient 
social programs.
    Khalil Abdulnour, a member of YAL, 
believes that the debate allowed ten-
sions between the two groups to dissi-
pate. “We both had a chance to let some 
steam off,” he said.
  The importance of this debate is cen-
tered around students generating in-
tellectually stimulating political con-
versations on matters concerning a 
citizen’s everyday life. 
    For those students who are unsure of 
their political stances, it was an excel-
lent venue to absorb knowledge regard-
ing various aspects of multiple issues 
while developing an understanding of 
the complexities of today’s issues.
    Silas Whittle, a student who attend-
ed the debate, enjoyed the context in 
which specific issues were debated. 
   “I think some good issues were raised, 
and I agree with SDS’ views about 
American jobs being exported as hurt-
ing America,” said Whittle.
    It is worth noting that the event was 
not scheduled through the University’s 
“event management system.” 
SDS vs. YAL Debate
Mike Conforti
Staff Writer
Image courtesy of Mike Conforti 
Students meet and debate peacefully.
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     I would bet you your college tuition 
that right now either you are sick, you 
know someone who is sick, you have 
been sick or you are going to be sick. 
     It’s typical around this time of year 
for various viral infections to run ram-
pant all over campus, terrorizing inno-
cent immune systems.
     However, a change of the seasons is 
not the only cause of your suffering.
   If the terms “global warming” or 
“climate change” ring any bells, then 
you’ll be able to follow along. If not, as 
always, I am happy to give a brief (yet 
thorough) introduction about these top-
ics.
   Global warming is what happens 
when the greenhouse gases (CO2, 
methane, water vapor, nitrous oxide, to 
name a few) that occur naturally in the 
atmosphere don’t convert the heat from 
the sun into energy, creating space for 
this process to take place.
    Instead, the heat remains trapped 
for too long in the Earth’s atmosphere 
and there is an excessive amount of 
natural gases that are harmful to liv-
ing creatures.
    Climate change is the direct result 
of this phenomenon because the sud-
den change affects weather patterns, 
making it either unusually hot or cold 
— sometimes both. This can severely 
alter all life on Earth as we know it…
dum, dum duuuum…but really, it’s not 
okay.
     Irregular allergic reactions can oc-
cur as a result of climate change, espe-
cially in people who don’t suffer from 
seasonal allergies. It is a proven sci-
entific fact that weather changes can 
cause something that doctor’s call non-
allergic rhinitis. This is Latin for “an-
noying allergies for no reason” (roughly 
translated).
    This is true whether or not you count 
global warming as a main factor, but 
for the sake of this article, we will take 
it into consideration.
  Also a factor is — get this — “en- 
vironmental irritants” like dust parti-
cles, smog or chemical fumes that could 
have possibly been trapped in the at-
mosphere due to global warming, along 
with the weather change that is also af-
fecting your poor nasal membranes.
     Although this is mostly speculation, 
it is speculation on the grounds of scien-
tific studies done by the CDC (Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention) 
that is doing even more in-depth stud-
ies on the effect that climate change 
has on our health.
     The CDC claims that the warming 
temperatures increase plant growth, 
leading to a larger amount of pollen in 
the air and in our noses, causing more 
cases of non-allergic rhinitis.
      Since no one can be completely sure of 
what will happen with climate change 
in the future, it is difficult to give any 
definitive answer on the subject.
     However, it is true that as the mam-
mals with the highest developed brains 
(well, most of us), we have a big respon-
sibility: to respect, nurture and enjoy 
our planet before we are all eaten alive 
by carbon emissions!  
Climate Change 
and Our Health
Katherine Oakes
Staff Writer
     The term “genetically modified food” 
refers to a plant or animal that has its 
genes altered through genetic engineer-
ing. The reason genetically modified 
foods are so popular is that less chemi-
cals are now being used to kill pests, 
which saves big agricultural money. 
     While this sounds great at first, the 
reason less chemicals can be used is be-
cause they are creating plants that are 
genetically altered. Plants are altered 
to contain the pest-fighting chemical 
in their own genetics. The question is: 
what will these changes made to our 
food do in our bodies? Some examples 
of genetically modified foods include 
insect repellent apples, celery without 
strings, presweetened melons and to-
matoes that don’t bruise. Just because 
we have technology to genetically mod-
ify food, does that mean we should?  
     Allergies are a main concern with 
genetically modified foods. This is be-
cause proteins are being produced by 
the altered genes. These genes may 
cause allergic reactions in humans that 
have never before existed. Another fear 
is that the genetically modified plants 
will contaminate the genes in non-ge-
netically modified plants through pol-
lination.
     These altered plants may fight pests 
now but may also cause  stronger pests 
to evolve in the future. This could wipe 
out the GMO plants and also kill the 
unaltered plants. Another concern is 
for a vegetarian and who has a prob-
lem with an animal gene now residing 
in a plant, causing him or her to sec-
ond guess his or her next bite into an 
apple.
     There are ways around eating ge-
netically modified foods if you know 
where to look. One way a consumer in 
the United States can eliminate geneti-
cally modified foods in his diet is to go 
organic. Organic farming is about feed-
ing the plant by tending to healthy soil. 
Conventional farming depletes the soil 
and uses chemicals to feed the plant 
rather than the soil.
     Organic farming uses crop rotation, 
companion planting and natural soap 
sprays, strengthening the plant so it is 
less susceptible to pests. 
     Organic food is made to benefit the 
customer and the farmer. Genetically 
modified plants have the power to fight 
off insects not because they are strong 
and healthy but because we altered 
their genetics. Genetically modified 
foods may appear safe now, but in 20 
years we could have a whole other is-
sue. 
     The topic of Genetically Modified 
foods is highly controversial in many 
countries. According to Amy Brown’s 
book, Understanding Food, 55 percent 
of the United State’s food is genetically 
modified, while in Europe only one per-
cent is modified. 
     If an entire continent does not toler-
ate genetically modified foods, why do 
we?  In the United States today, geneti-
cally modified foods are not required 
to be labeled “genetically modified” or 
“GMO.”
     Even if the American public does not 
have a say in whether or not our food is 
genetically modified, don’t we at least 
deserve the choice of whether or not to 
consume them?
Michaela Caton
Staff Writer
The Truth About
Genetically Modified Foods
Veggie Holidays:
Hold the Bacon
    Even though the weather hasn’t 
decided to give into the white of win-
ter, people, are still preparing for the 
green and red of Christmas. Along with 
the always-anticipated gifts comes the 
family dinner that caps off most fami-
lies’ Christmas day.  
     Your mom has already started brag-
ging for that the turkey she bought is 
larger than the one your aunt made on 
Thanksgiving or your dad has already 
drooling over the marinade he bought 
last weekend for his steak dinner — 
but this year is different.
     This year, your significant other has 
planned to take a seat at your family’s 
table, but he or she has taken an oath 
of vegetarianism. Or maybe even you 
have put down the forkful of meat, join-
ing the 20 percent of college students 
who have gone green in eating. 
     Now comes the challenge of explain-
ing to your parents how and what to 
cook for dinner, so you or your signifi-
cant other isn’t stuck eating just a sal-
ad with a side of Brussels sprouts. 
     Since many students have been tak-
ing advantage of college to experiment 
with new diets, a few different types of 
vegetarians have emerged. As long as 
a few questions are answered, it can 
make the general carnivorous chef ’s 
job easier, so be can prepare a menu for 
herbivores.
     1. It may sound odd, but the first 
question that should be asked is 
whether or not the individual actually 
still eats meat on occasion. This is a di-
etary choice called a flexitarian — bet-
ter defined as someone who can never 
pass up on a choice cut of filet mignon 
but generally sticks to vegetarian diet 
choices throughout the year. 
     2. The next question that can be 
asked of the guest is whether or not he 
or she eats chicken or turkey, which can 
really help the chef stick to the classic 
Christmas fare. This sect of vegetari-
anism names themselves pollo-vege-
tarians, where they eat foul but do not 
eat red meat or pork.
     3. The last basic question, with an 
answer creating the easiest solution 
for the chef, is if the person eats fish. 
These vegetarians are called pesce-veg-
etarians, who have integrated fish into 
their vegetarian diet.
     If this stage of questioning is reached 
without a yes, your mom and dad are 
most certainly going to need to utilize 
a google search for recipes or pick up a 
meatless cookbook. Also, it never hurts 
to suggest that the guest helps out in 
the kitchen to alleviate some stress.
     4. Now comes the question that gen-
erates a more challenging solution for a 
non-vegetarian chef. The first is: Does 
the person eat eggs as well as other 
dairy products? This can create diffi-
Craig McCarthy
Web editor
culty for the hosts for the main course, 
but at least the guest can eat almost 
all of the sides that are commonly pre-
pared if the answer is yes. These are 
called lacto-ovo vegetarians. 
    The most popular category will also 
be discovered through this question — 
lacto-vegetarians. The patrons of this 
form of vegetarianism will eat dairy 
products but not eggs. This is where 
the chef truly has to watch his or her 
ingredients. The opposite is aptly 
named ovo-vegetarian, where they eat 
eggs but not dairy products. 
     5. If all of these questions have been 
answered no, the last question is if the 
person is vegan. If they answer no then 
he or she is a strict vegetarian who 
has stuck to his or her diet for health 
reasons. The chef then must check all 
labels and make sure none of the in-
gredients are meat or dairy products. 
If the person says yes to the question, 
the task consists of not only creating a 
meal but also making the person feel 
like everyone in the house takes the 
time to consider any harm to animals.     
     Vegans do not eat honey, wear leather 
or fur, vowing to make sure only harm 
is ever done to animals.
     If all these questions are answered 
and relayed to the Christmas cooks 
there will be nothing to stress about 
bringing your new significant other 
home, except if your family likes them 
or not. Also, all alcohol is vegetarian so 
no need to worry about that, if you are 
21.
Courtesy of www.fastdietstoloseweight.org
For vegetarian recipes, visit
vegetariantimes.com/recipes
Write
for
Feature!
Email us!
MSUFeature@gmail.com
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     The college-aged generation of today 
lives through a revolutionary time, be-
ing the first generation with computer 
instruction from the elementary age. 
It seems only natural that we contin-
ue to follow this premise, to re-create 
the classroom as it has been classically 
known. 
  The concept of the online class is 
mysterious and intriguing for many. 
Advertisements spewed on television 
commercials and social media sites 
push the convenience of rolling out of 
bed to class in pajamas. In an era of 
students who work full time and have 
family responsibilities, the cyber class-
room certainly has advantages in these 
contexts. 
     There are certainly some lessons that 
are unique to the online classroom ap-
proach. The 5 key C’s are convenience, 
control, connection, cost and commit-
ment.
     Unlike in a physical classroom, to 
complete an online class, there is a lev-
el of commitment that the student and 
teacher both have to put forth. Students 
must be responsible and manage time 
effectively because of time constraints 
that are unique to online classes. 
     The control of an online classroom 
is another venue for custom learning. 
Students are able to learn at their own 
paces, having the ability to pick and 
choose from the provided information, 
thus allowing a student to be able to fo-
cus on new material rather than blud-
geoning  a student with information 
they have previously studied.
     The connection a student makes in 
the online classroom on a literal level 
can be interactive when done properly, 
providing a stimulating experience as 
it becomes cross cultural and a true 
global experience. It allows the student 
to move past the confines of classroom 
walls, leading toward what becomes 
synonymous with a vast global class-
room.  
     The cost of online courses is also 
significantly lower than a conventional 
course. Not only are students saving 
money on the education itself, but also 
on either residence fees or the costs of 
commuting. 
     Alyra Liriano, jurisprudence and po-
litical science major at MSU, is in favor 
of the online course experience.
     “I think they’re great. They allow the 
students to work on their own time and 
at their own pace,” Liriano said.
     “Time management is one skill I had 
to learn and master for online courses 
that has helped me across the board in 
school, work and in life.” 
     Certain courses are perfect for an on-
line education. It is easy for a student 
to gain just as much education from the 
online course as it is from the physical 
classroom experience as classes often 
includes information that must be read 
and reflected on. 
     Ashley Urbano, a theater major, dis-
agrees with Liriano and claims that the 
physical classroom is important and 
necessary for educational progress.
     “I learn by being present in a class-
room, having my material explained by 
someone I can walk up to and ask ques-
tions,” Urbano said.
   “An online course is too impersonal 
for me; I would become easily distract-
ed and would never really absorb the 
material.” 
     The online classroom experience is 
unquestionably unique and will contin-
ue to be present in our tech-dominated 
world. It fits into many schedules and 
provides instant access to the informa-
tion needed, assignments and the pro-
fessor. The beauty of the online course 
is that it is always an option.
Valentina Didonato
Staff Writer
Online Classes: 
More Popular than 
Classrooms?
Recent Grad Owns 
Production
Company
Jennifer Montanile
Staff Writer
     Everyone loves a good success story. 
For Maggie Krol, her story is continu-
ously developing as a result of hard 
work and dedication.
     Krol is a 2010 MSU graduate. She 
majored in broadcast journalism, but 
also took an interest in video produc-
tion and has said her experience at 
Montclair State University was life-
changing. When given the opportuni-
ties to host and produce Carpe Diem, 
a 30-minute magazine-style news show 
that broadcasts out of the DuMont Tele-
vision Center on campus, she jumped 
at the opportunity. Carpe Diem airs on 
Comcast and Cablevision throughout 
northern New Jersey. 
     “Once you develop a definiteness 
of purpose and decide what you want, 
who you’re going to be and how you’re 
going to do it, college life becomes sim-
ple,” Krol said. 
     Krol is trained in all aspects of a 
cable show: directing, producing, cam-
era operation, post-production and on-
air hosting.
     “The first time I learned the funda-
mentals about a camera was at MSU,” 
Krol said. “It was such an eye-opening 
experience.”
     Krol also gained experience through 
various internships, like the one she 
held on Late Night Conan O’Brien and 
Inside Edition. She went on to land a 
job as assistant producer and camera 
operator for Plum TV’s Film Insider. 
 The day after graduating, Krol 
bought her own camera, which was 
over $6,000.
     Even though it was expensive, Krol 
felt that it was absolutely necessary.
     “I can’t work in broadcast television 
without a camera,” she said. “I consid-
er it one of the best investments of my 
life. The day after [I bought it], I was 
filming UFC fighters.”
     With the growth and popularity of 
mixed martial arts, Krol landed a gig 
as the video content director for a small 
website called MMAdiehards.com. As 
the on-air host, producer, camera op-
erator and editor, Krol keeps her hands 
full. Krol has been fortunate enough to 
work alongside some of the most prom-
inent figures in UFC.
     “The best advice I can give to stu-
dents is to find a mentor,” Krol said. 
“Having someone with a positive atti-
tude in your life is tremendous.
    “Meeting people in your field of study 
will help you cultivate a network. You 
want to learn about your craft from ev-
ery possible source.”
  Krol has been awarded for her 
achievement in production as well as 
her outstanding work in broadcast-
ing by MSU. With an overwhelming 
amount of positive feedback and in-
terest, Krol decided to start her own 
production company, Krol MultiMedia, 
where she continues her passion for 
business, client satisfaction and broad-
cast television.
     Krol MultiMedia is a video produc-
tion company comprised of freelance 
producers, directors, videographers 
and editors based in northern New 
Jersey and extending beyond the New 
York metropolitan area. 
Courtesy of krolmultimedia.comMaggie Krol
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    Don’t let the rain and mist of fall 
get your stockings in a knot.  Every day 
should be treated like a full-on fashion 
show and nothing Mother Nature can 
put in the weekday forecast should rain 
on your parade. In this issue, I will 
share with you some must-have items 
that will keep you dry without sacrific-
ing your style.  
     Even when it’s raining cats and dogs, 
personal style should never be an after-
thought. Let’s take a look at some of the 
basic items that will leave you fashion-
able when battling the puddles on cam-
pus. Whether you choose to add a hat, 
bag or umbrella to your look, don’t set-
tle for bland, ever! Everyone has com-
fort on the brain since the temperature 
has dropped but don’t disregard your 
style for that pair of sweatpants or old 
high school sweater.  
   Aren’t you sick of seeing the same 
bland colors and style in everyone’s 
raincoat? Take a look at some of these 
coats; they will definitely give you the 
style to stand out from the rest. Don’t 
be afraid to try a daring color or sil-
houette in a piece of outerwear to add 
some spice to a gloomy day. Whether 
it’s a trench coat or cape, be a fashion 
risk taker and not a bland storm cloud. 
Take a look at these fashionable finds.
!
Rashard Bradshaw
Staff Writer
Indi-visuals
Courtesy of ripndip.bigcartel.com
     This sleek Eagle Rock Coach Jacket 
in maroon is a must-have for any fash-
ion lover on the go.  $50
!
Courtesy of hufsf.com
     The Trail Coat by HUF adds some 
attitude to a rainy day. $140
!
Courtesy of americanapparel.com
    Last issue, we touched on the im-
portance of a bag for everyone’s day-to-
day wardrobe. This, issue we are going 
to discuss another necessary accessory 
that also adds flair and functionality 
to your look—the rain boot. Always re-
member: you don’t have to pay a mil-
lion bucks to look it.
!
Courtesy of calvinklein.com
     If you’re looking for a chic over-
the-knee rubber boot, try this pair by 
Calvin Klein priced at $119. The un-
conventional color choice makes it a 
daring stocking stuffer this holiday 
season.  
!
Courtesy of calvinklein.com
      If you love a nice textured look when 
heading out on one of Montclair’s infa-
mous rainy Tuesdays, try these choco-
late rubber and wool boots by Cole 
Haan, priced at $128. 
!
Courtesy of sperrytopsider.com
     If you’re looking for a more classic 
take on the rain boot, try this pair by 
Sperry Top-Sider. Priced at $68, these 
boots give you a classic silhouette with 
a touch of color. 
     With the semester coming to a close 
and the stress of finals taking its toll, 
I think we all deserve a little retail 
therapy! This week is the perfect time 
to do some shopping with great sales on 
amazing fashions. It’s the holiday sea-
son of sample sales!
  According to wikipedia, “Sample 
sales are used by retail businesses in 
order to discard excess merchandise.”
     If you are on the market for a fabu-
lous dress for a special occasion or one 
that is full of sparkle to ring in the New 
Year, you will want to check out the Kas 
New York sample sale.
     Kas New York designs a lot of de-
signer dresses, tops and skirts in super 
fun prints and soft fabrics. The sample 
sale is located on 231 W. 39th St. (near 
8th Ave.) on Dec. 9 from 9:30 a.m to 
6:30 p.m.
      Lauren Merkin, luxury handbag 
designer, will also be holding a sample 
sale today, at 231 W. 29th St. (near 
7th Ave.) from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Lau-
ren Merkin offers a variety of beauti-
ful handbags and clutches in different 
shapes, sizes, colors and prints. With 
many of her handbags retailing at 
about $500 or more, the majority of the 
accessories will be 70 percent off. Talk 
about a fashion steal!
     My favorite sample sale of this week 
will definitely be Joie, Current/Elliot 
and Equipment. With all three of these 
amazing brands inhabiting one sale, 
it will be hard to not find something 
that you can’t live without. The sheer 
Equipment tops and the sleek fit of 
Current/Elliot jeans are a must-have in 
any wardrobe. The Joie, Current/Elliot 
and Equipment sample sale is located 
on 260 6th Ave. (near 28th St.) from 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. today and Dec. 10 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
     Sample sales are a lot of fun but can 
sometimes get a little hectic! Get there 
early to ensure you get your hands on 
all of your favorite pieces! Happy shop-
ping, glamazons!
Mara Balagtas
Staff Writer
Fashionably Early
Sample Sales
Kas NY
231 W. 39th St. and 8th
Dec. 9 at 9:30 a.m.
Lauren 
231st W. 29th St.
Dec. 9 at 11 a.m.
Joie Current/Elliot Equipment
260th 6th Ave.
Dec. 9 at 10 a.m.
Dec. 10 at 10 a.m. 
My top three rain boots this season:      When the weather outside is fright-
ful, be sure to carry a sporty umbrella 
to combat the harsh winds and rain, 
and no accessory does it better. When 
you typically think of personal style, 
not many people think they could ex-
press themselves through an umbrella, 
but that is no longer the case. 
     Umbrellas have received some huge 
artistic maintenance with the addition 
of vibrant colors and prints, making the 
basic black or navy umbrella too safe 
for anyone who considers themselves a 
fashion innovator or lover.   
     The University bookstore sells a 
small selection of different umbrel-
las but if you need something with a 
little more personality, check out these 
amazingly stylish umbrellas! 
     If you’re on a tight budget but still 
want an umbrella with a touch of 
swag: 
Courtesy of saksfifthavenue.com
   This Saks Fifth Avenue Collection 
DNA Auto Stick Umbrella uses a sim-
ple monogram print to add a touch of 
character to a basic black umbrella. 
This chic umbrella offers optimum 
coverage and is moderately priced at 
$36. 
Courtesy of saksfifthavenue.com
     If you’re looking for an umbrella 
with some designer flair, you would 
definitely love this strand umbrella 
from Burberry. It features the iconic 
Burberry check print stylishly placed 
underneath a cool grey color that is not 
really seen in many umbrellas. An de-
signer umbrella of this craftsmanship 
will set you back $195 but for some its 
worth every penny. 
   The California Fleece Cape from 
American Apparel adds some posh sen-
sibility to any woman’s wardrobe. $65
If you grew up worshipping Rambo or 
have an affinity for military merchan-
dise, the Camo backpack is right up 
your alley. $50
The Marauder Backpack comes in a 
variety of colors and has compart-
ments to keep all your valuables safe 
from Mother Nature. $55
Courtesy of brooklynindustries.com
msuproduction@gmail.com
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Sitters wanted. 
$12+ per hour. 
Babysitting, 
housesitting, 
petsitting. 
Register free 
for jobs near 
campus or home 
and start earning 
cash now! www.
student-sitter.
com
Driver/Childcare 
Provider needed 
approx. 3-5 days 
a week to help 
drive 2 teen boys 
to afterschool 
activities in 
Montclair. Some 
lgt. hskpg; help 
prep dinner. 
3-6pm-ish. 
M/T/Th/Fr. 
Some flexibility 
with days/hrs. 
Ideal for MSU 
student. Must 
have own car. Plz 
contact amelie.
tseng@verizon.
net or call 
973.897.8868
Child CareChild Care
Want to advertise or  
promote your business? 
 
Are you looking to hire 
or have rooms for rent? 
Advertise with 
The Montclarion! 
Email  
montclarionads@gmail.
com
 
for more informationand 
details.
    Earn up to $1200 a month 
 
Looking for Healthy Males age 18-38 
Make a difference in someone’s life...  
Be a SPERM DONOR 
More information available at www.xytex.com 
Email inquiries only: kkessler@xytex.com 
 
♦ New Brunswick Office    
♦ Located on Rutgers University bus route 
♦ Flexible hours 
♦ Donors are tested for STDs and other                                 
Genetic disorders at no charge 
♦ Serious Inquiries only please 
♦ Earn money by referring donors to the program! 
♦ All ethnic groups needed 
Worth It.
1-877-NJCU-472 
grad_dept@njcu.edu 
2039 Kennedy Boulevard
Jersey City, New Jersey  07305
graduates 
W O R T H  H I R I N G
PrOgraMs 
W O R T H  E X P L O R I N G
Visit njcu.edu to learn about our 
acclaimed faculty, beautiful campus 
and 27 graduate degree programs.
THE MONTCLARION  
IS LOOKING FOR  
CARTOONISTS! 
Email:  
msuproduction@gmail.com 
To submit  
your cartoons!
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Last week’s Answers
Ways to Relax
Are you feeling stressed or worried? Does studying for 
Finals week  have you freaking out? Take this 
crossword puzzle and find out all  the different ways 
you can relax and stay calm! 
S H O W E R
L E
E A
E D E
P M U S I C X
N E
L A U G H T E R Y
C O
B R E A T H I N G
S A
M A S S A G E
7
3
5
8
21
4
6
Across
1 You would be quiet 
dirty if you didn't do 
this, but by taking an 
elongated one of these 
gives you time to clear 
your mind and relax 
your body. 
4 If it's soothing or a 
slow tempo, this can 
slow down breathing 
and lower blood 
pressure. 
5 This is "the best 
medicine" and gives 
you a lift via 
endorphins. 
7 Seeing as humans do 
this in order to live, 
this method also helps 
you focus your energy. 
8 If you are tense, this is 
a great way to relax 
stiff and tired muscles. 
Down
1 College students need 
atleast 7 hours of this to 
be fully rested. 
2 Being able to sit down 
and concentrate on 
something favorable can 
calm the body, plus 
doing this also increases 
intelligence. 
3 Not only is this a great 
way to get into shape, 
but it provides a 
distraction from stressful 
situations. 
6 These classes are 
offered at the Rec 
center, can relax the 
body and make the mind 
more alert. 
Christmas Crossword
Christmas is fast approaching! Solve this festive 
holiday puzzle. 
5
8 9
10
1
11
3
2
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6 7
12
4
Across
2 A popular flower 
during Christmas 
3 The jolly old man 
who gives out 
presents 
4 Be careful not to slip 
on this! 
6 These small little 
helpers 
8 Give these to your 
friends and loved 
ones 
10 Who has a shining 
red nose? 
11 This famous 
snowman 
12 Decorate this large 
plant 
13 Jingle _____ 
Down
1 Snack for Santa 
3 Festive mode of 
transportation 
5 The Christmas kissing 
plant 
7 This type of weather 
falls around Christmas 
season 
9 This famous holiday's 
animal 
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11 This famous 
snowman 
12 Decorate this large 
plant 
13 Jingle _____ 
Down
1 Snack for Santa 
Festive mode of 
transportation 
5 The Christmas kissing 
plant 
7 This type of weather 
falls around Christm s 
se son 
9 This famous holiday's 
animal 
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Students Speak
This is Why We
  ake blood stains the concrete floor 
in a foul-smelling staircase, brand new 
carpeting suffers the carelessness of 
browning liquids. Plasma televisions 
hang uselessly on lobby walls. These 
are just a few of the sights that have 
greeted the residents of the Heights.
 For those of us who have had the 
pleasure of living in a dormitory on 
Montclair’s campus, we can easily rec-
ognize the frequent mayhem that a 
group of unruly students can cause. 
 Whether these groups of students 
are freshmen running rampant with 
their first taste of freedom, or just 
young adults who have decided to 
unleash destruction upon our campus 
remains a mystery to us. 
 But we can say, with a degree of cer-
tainty, that the Heights is experiencing 
the blunt end of the destruction. 
 The needless vandalism of the Heights 
only serves to reinforce our theory that 
there are still students on this campus 
who are locked into childish impulses, 
which isn’t much of a surprise. Just 
because it’s shiny and new does not mean 
that you have to destroy it. 
 What, exactly, is the point of destroy-
ing the University’s property if it is 
meant to benefit the students? Our sym-
pathy extends to the students who have 
to live in these dorm rooms.
 Students who live in the Heights are 
being charged $3 each for the destruction 
in their dormitory. Not a steep price, yet 
it is enough to have students voicing their 
complaints. 
 The students in these dorms who are 
innocent of the destruction have every 
right to be annoyed by the charge to their 
accounts. No one wants to pay money for 
something that isn’t their fault. 
 In that same vein, some of the students 
who are remaining in the residence halls 
during the winter break must pay $32 a 
night to stay in Webster Hall. But this is 
only the case if you are unlucky enough 
to  live in the dormitories that are being 
closed for the break. 
 The University isn’t exactly showing 
their consideration for the students by 
doing this. Some students will be charged 
for staying over the break while others 
can remain in their dorms without having 
to pay a fee. 
 The students who are staying on cam-
pus during the winter often have no other 
choice. They need to stay in Montclair 
either for their jobs or because their fami-
lies live far away. 
 We understand that the cost of keeping 
every dorm on campus habitable is steep 
but our suggestion is that the University 
does not charge select students extra 
money to stay on campus. 
 The issue of dormitory living is a tired 
topic on any college campus, so naturally, 
most of our staff lives off campus.
 If you despise dorm rooms as much as 
we do then our advice is to try to find an 
apartment not linked to the University.  
 Not only is it cheaper to live off campus 
but it also offers a vast amount of free-
doms. No more needless destruction, no 
more rules and regulations and certainly 
no more mystery stains in hallways. 
 The state of our campus is a direct 
reflection of our University. Even if you 
don’t care about the concept of school pride, 
at least have the respect to curb your baser 
instinct to search and destroy.  
 
F
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Why are students destroying
Diana 
Junior
Animation
“It’s definitely wrong, espe-
cially since it’s public property. 
Everyone has to pay extra for 
damages done.”
Nick Molinaro
Freshman
Theater
“The students are destroy-
ing the heights? I think it’s 
stupid, if you are living some-
where you should take care 
of it. You are paying a lot of 
money. Just take care of your 
dorm.”
Nick Weber
Sophomore
Business
“I don’t think it’s intentional. 
But I think it can be that 
people who haven’t lived on 
their own don’t realize that 
what they do affects a com-
munity. It could just be a reck-
less thing, we are all young 
and we all make mistakes.”
Alexa Leomporra
Freshman
Nutrition
“I think they do it to be funny.”
the Heights?
Can’t Have Nice Things
Stalls of Forgotten Dreams: Art in Campus Bathrooms
Vandalism or artistic expression, it’s in the eye of the beholder
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           ast week, 
an article was 
published con-
cerning the 
cleanliness of 
the restrooms 
on campus. 
 There was 
a tiny blip 
in the arti-
cle, almost 
unnoticeable, 
which referred to the graffiti problems in 
the bathrooms of MSU.
 Now, I’m sure most of us try to spend as 
little time as possible in the bathrooms of 
Montclair State University. 
 More accurately, I’m sure we try to spend 
as little time as possible in any bathroom we 
come across. 
 But anyone who as ever spent enough 
time to encounter some of this aforemen-
tioned graffiti can consider himself or herself 
truly blessed. 
 Graffiti culture took off during the early 
1980s as a form of urban expression, and 
has since boomed into a worldwide artistic 
phenomenon.
 Personally, I believe graffiti to be more 
than just a symptom of urban decay (and 
in the case of Montclair State, maintenance 
neglect); I see it as a derivative of one of 
mankind’s most ancient and basic needs: 
communication.
 I like to compare the purpose of graffiti to 
that of cave paintings.
 Don’t get me wrong, cave paintings are 
among the most beautiful and wondrous of 
man’s earliest attempts at communication, 
but graffiti, though not always beautiful, 
still hinges on that basic goal. 
on writing an article about graffiti as MSU 
there was a sudden influx of texts and 
emails from individuals telling me about 
their favorite “artistic pieces.” 
 They ranged from a portrait on a desk of 
a robot capable of loving to an elevator door 
in CarParc Diem that tells everyone who 
rides, “Be the change you wish to see in the 
world.” 
 But perhaps the pieces I find most amus-
ing are the lengthy discussions that exist 
 While some of it can be vulgar, some inane 
and some humorous, it cannot be denied that 
it all focuses around the need for connection 
with the world around the “artist.”  
 This modern day graffiti, found most 
commonly on desks and in bathrooms at 
MSU, is possibly one of the simplest forms of 
self-expression. 
 For those who have not taken notice, 
there is an enormously wide range of things 
that individuals have drawn, written and 
even lyricized about.
 From lengthy debates to inspirational 
quotes, from opinions (both offensive and 
lighthearted) to portraits of Justin Bieber 
(as published in last week’s article on bath-
room cleanliness) the list of Montclair graf-
fiti artists’ musings goes on and on. 
 When I told some people I was planning 
 L
between the pens of opinionated students. 
 Quite often I’ll walk up to a urinal, only 
to find myself seconds later, wrapped up in 
a lengthy exchange between two, three and 
sometimes even four students at a time.
 I’ll get so caught up in reading the usu-
ally hilarious debate that I’ll forget what it 
was that I had originally walked up to do: 
actually use the urinal. 
 Perhaps the most beautiful idea behind 
these exchanges is that they are completely 
and utterly anonymous. 
 An individual can feel free to express him 
or herself, no matter how ridiculous their 
particular thought may be. (Don’t get me 
wrong though, some of it can be outrageously 
offensive.)
 In my four years here I’ve come across 
some of the most brilliant, witty and hilari-
ous graffiti-based human exchanges.
 And I’ll never forget the first exchange 
to catch my attention. It all began with a 
seemingly absurd phrase scrawled on the 
bathroom wall by the shaky pen of a student: 
“Lemonade was a refreshing beverage and 
still is.” 
 I came away from the urinal chuckling a 
bit to myself, but it wasn’t until I went back 
several days later, after some equally witty 
student had retorted, “Times have changed, 
the cost of lemonade has gone up,” that I 
really began to notice this interesting trend. 
 When I went back a few days later, a 
third student had added what I considered 
to be the coup de grâce, the culmination of 
what would stay forever in my mind as a 
beautifully absurd, yet hopeful exchange 
between three complete strangers. 
 Written right next to the previous two 
witticisms was this standout statement: “It 
is okay, everything will get better.”
 Everyone is so quick to brandish humans 
as disgusting, dirty and sinful, but if this 
restroom wall eloquence has taught me any-
thing, it’s that there is still plenty of beauty 
and hope in the world. 
 P   andora 
was once the 
world’s only 
free Internet 
radio site. 
 You would 
enter an art-
ist or song 
and it would 
connect you 
to similar 
artists  — 
those days are gone. 
 Pandora has treated us well, but Spotify 
is a step towards the future of online radio. 
This addicting radio system is only a five-
second download away. It takes up little 
space and is safe for your computer. Spotify 
is becoming extremely popular, especially 
because it appears on people’s news feeds and 
“happening now” side bars on Facebook.
 Spotify not only allows you to listen to 
music but also shares what you’ve been lis-
tening to on Facebook and Twitter. 
 To prevent news feeds from getting clut-
tered, Spotify accumulates all of a listener’s 
music into one posting. For example, if you 
see someone using Spotify from your side 
bar, you can click on that person and see a 
few of the songs he/she has played, and you 
can also check their entire playlist. 
 If you have Spotify, you can listen to 
songs you see on a news feed with a click of 
your cursor.
 Sharing songs might seem only a small 
step up from Pandora, but that’s not the only 
feature Spotify offers — you can also recom-
mend songs to your fellow Spotify users on 
Facebook and Twitter, or through email. 
 It’s simple. Your Facebook friends are 
listed on the right side of your Spotify 
screen, then you drag a song title over their 
name, and they receive the song in their 
Spotify inbox. 
 You can also use the little arrows to 
the right of the songs to copy the http link 
onto your Facebook wall or Twitter so your 
friends can click on a song and listen to it 
from your page.
 In addition to sharing a single song, you 
can also share a playlist. You can select 
songs from the radio, the top 100 list or the 
“What’s new” section and put them into a 
playlist.
  Any playlist you create will automati-
cally save to your Spotify account — you’ll 
always have the songs you like. 
 Spotify’s “What’s new” option allows 
users to review the newest album releases. 
“What’s new” also has the top 100 list of 
songs and albums. The feed is a source of 
Spotify news, such as updates.
 Under “What’s new,” there is the “Radio” 
option. There are 27 music styles listed. The 
Spotify Gives Internet Radio a Boost
New ways to listen to free music online
Gimme Shelter: Housing Costs Prolong Success
Poor economy, minimum wage, and high rents make housing elusive
     helter may 
be a basic 
human need, 
but no one ever 
said it was 
going to come 
cheap. This 
seems to be 
the consensus 
of the nation, 
because even 
in the midst 
of an economic 
crisis, afford-
able housing is a fleeting and virtually non-
existent entity. 
 Go to college? You should be all right, 
because that holy degree will land you a 
job with enough perks and pay that you can 
swing $1,200 a month for that one-bedroom 
basement apartment in Jersey City.  
 This would be true, but America’s poor 
economy does not only affect workers with-
out a college education, but those who have 
graduated from college as well.
 People need to work, so when recent grads 
realize that the best jobs with the best pay 
are few and far between, they are forced to 
seek employment in all the places that they 
assumed they would never need to work in 
again. 
 It is truly disconcerting when a person 
who waited tables or worked in retail all 
throughout college for pocket change or 
tuition ease is forced to seek the same or 
similar jobs upon graduating. 
 Money is money, it is always in demand 
and there is no time to sit around and “wait 
for something better,” but at least now when 
grads go to apply for a department store job, 
they have the luxury of checking the college 
graduate box.
 Now armed with stock job at Target, the 
common graduate can punch the clock at 40 
hours a week and collect an hourly rate of 
minimum wage or slightly higher. 
 It is because of scenarios like this that 
college graduates are forced to prolong their 
jump into the working and professional 
world they assumed they would be a part of, 
with their own apartment and own means of 
living.
 Affording rent with a minimum wage job 
is extremely burdensome and nearly impos-
sible. 
 This is why, according to a study by 
consulting firm Twentysomething Inc., 85 
percent of grads will move back in with their 
parents. The perfect picture of what post-
college life is like, right? 
 It may have been slightly optimistic to 
say that there will be a department store 
job available, because reports published by 
Time.com have put the unemployment rate 
for people 25 and under at as high as 54 
percent.
 Everyone is feeling the crippling effects of 
this poor economy, but rents are as high as 
ever, and the need for affordable housing is 
unavoidably apparent.
 While it is irritating and inconvenient 
for grads to move back in with their parents 
because of high rents and low pay, it is an 
option that many people are not afforded.
 With grads now flooding job markets that 
are typically reserved for those with lesser 
levels of education, there is a battle for all 
jobs, even the less desirable and low paying. 
 What happens to the workers who need 
those jobs to support themselves and maybe 
even a family of their own, and do not have 
the option of living with their parents to 
avoid paying rent?
 Across the board, people are struggling. 
Nowhere in the United States does a mini-
mum wage job provide enough income to 
afford a proper living space and the neces-
sities required to raise a family, and that is 
truth that must be made false. 
 When low-wage workers need to work 60- 
plus hours a week to barely afford rent and 
food and college graduates are either forced 
back with mom and dad or lucky enough to 
have found a job that allows them to share 
a one-bedroom in the East Village with two 
other people and still have to pay over $500 
each per month, widely available and afford-
able housing needs to become a national 
initiative.
 S 
lists help you customize music for your radio 
to stream. 
 For example, if you click the alternative 
option, alternative songs will appear at the 
bottom of your screen and create a continual 
catalog of alternative music. This listing can 
also be viewed in the “play queue” option to 
see all the songs coming up on your feed. 
Another feature of the radio is the ability to 
select multiple categories for one playlist. 
 You can do a crazy mixture of heavy 
metal, punk and reggae, and Spotify will 
find music that is classified under one or 
more of the categories. I have discovered sev-
eral awesome bands thanks to the customiz-
able radio options — that’s why I love using 
this radio system.
 Spotify also allows for transferring of 
additional media. The music from your 
laptop, such as iTunes, will automatically 
appear in your Spotify account. If your lap-
top no longer has the iTunes program, plug 
your iPod or MP3 into your laptop to sync 
the songs. Your updated music library will 
contain songs from Spotify and iTunes.
 Spotify is revolutionary for music lovers. I 
encourage you to make creative soundtracks 
with this radio system.
Jesse Imbergamo
ColumnIst
Jesse Imbergamo, a communications major, is in 
his first year as a columnist for The Montclarion.
travIs lanCaster
ColumnIst
Travis Lancaster, an English major, is in his second 
year as a columnist for The Montclarion.
monIka buJas
ColumnIst
Monika Bujas, a communications major, is in her 
first year as a columnist for The Montclarion.
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   hen we 
return to cam-
pus from winter 
break on Jan. 
17, the Iowa 
caucus and New 
Hampshire pri-
mary will have 
already taken 
place. On Jan. 
21, the South 
Carolina pri-
mary will be held. 
 Whether you fervently follow certain 
GOP candidates or casually pause to listen 
to random sound bites, expect the level of 
political rhetoric to escalate to the heights of 
ridiculousness. 
 Certain words and phrases pop up over 
and over again. When you hear them, keep 
in mind that whoever is using them is try-
ing to obscure the truth or engage in need-
less partisan rhetoric. You’ll hear it from 
Republican candidates, Democrats, pundits 
and journalists. 
 I have written before about the fallacy 
of demanding the wealthy “pay their fair 
share.” They already pay a higher rate and 
47 percent of the population pays no federal 
income tax. You can’t get more subjective 
and/or mathematically obtuse than “fair 
share.”
 One phrase that is related to the rich not 
paying enough in taxes that I especially hate 
is “balancing the budget on the backs of the 
most vulnerable.” 
 This gem is trotted out whenever there 
are talks of cutting welfare and Medicaid 
and other domestic entitlement spending. 
If you want to balance the budget, we need 
cuts across the board and the main driver of 
deficits and debt are entitlement programs. 
The liberals’ refusal to even consider these 
cuts ensure the impossibility of ever having 
a balanced budget, let alone a surplus.  
 Put aside the math for a moment and 
just consider the phrase as a stellar piece 
of hyperbolic rhetoric. It conjures the image 
of a wealthy man wearing a top hat and fur 
coat lashing six poor men with a bejeweled-
handled whip as they pull his golden sled 
across the cobblestones of Charles Dickens’ 
London. 
 While we’re on the subject of so-called 
“cuts,” let’s examine the purposely falsified 
meaning of the word. Let’s say you have 
$10 in your wallet but are told you can only 
spend $9. In the real world, that is what we’d 
call a spending cut. 
 In Washington, D.C., they project base-
line budgeting over a span of 10 years. They 
don’t do this for the purpose of long-term 
planning, they do it to enable politicians’ 
entrenched method of deficit spending. 
 The cuts the Super Committee could 
not agree on were reductions to projected 
increases in spending — that’s not a cut! A 
cut involves taking what you already have 
and reducing it, not pointing to something 
you may or may not have down the road and 
reducing what you think it might be.
 The phrase “deficit reduction” does not 
necessarily mean there will be cuts. A defi-
cit is derived when you have a disparity 
between what you take in and what you put 
out. A deficit can be eliminated entirely 
through increases in what is collected. 
 Now that sequestration will (supposedly) 
occur, there will be automatic cuts to some 
domestic spending and the military. All 
of these cuts are “devastating” and “dra-
conian,” and they will “gut” the military 
spending this country desperately relies on 
for national security. $600 billion will be cut 
over the course of 10 years, but we spend 
about $700 billion per year.
  Do they want us to believe that an 8.5 
percent decrease in spending will eliminate 
the Pentagon’s capability to protect us from 
attack?
 Let’s examine further language usage 
concerning the military, foreign policy and 
national security. Whenever there’s talk of 
bringing troops home from an existing war, 
debating involvement in an existing war our 
allies are waging, or the U.S. undertaking 
a “preventative military action,” the word 
“isolationism” is thrown around as though it 
is an insult. 
 Conservative radio talk show hosts and 
rabble-rousing journalists have taken “isola-
tionism” and stripped it of its original mean-
ing. When you hear that word, know that 
what they mean is “non-interventionism,” 
not “isolationism.” Isolationism is not just 
about our government not using the mili-
tary; it also refers to when a country has no 
alliances, and does not engage in any com-
merce outside of its borders.
  A non-interventionist foreign policy 
means we do not use our military unless our 
borders and sovereignty are violated or when 
American citizens abroad are murdered or 
taken hostage. 
 When Sean Hannity and Rush Limbaugh 
accuse someone of being an isolationist, they 
are trying to scare others into thinking 
unless we have military bases in other coun-
tries and engage in regime change, another 
9/11 or Pearl Harbor will occur. The concept 
is used to justify massive “defense” spending 
for “national security.”
 Regarding the withdrawal of troops from 
Iraq, conservative hawks say we can’t do 
that because then we’d be admitting defeat 
at the expense of all the “blood and treasure” 
that has been spent in that “quagmire,” 
(which is a word often used in association 
with the war in Iraq because pundits and 
journalists often lack creativity, or a nearby 
thesaurus). 
 Approximately 4,500 lives and a trillion 
dollars have been expended in Iraq since 
2003.  
 This is serious business, and most people 
would agree that it is much higher than 
what we were promised at the outset of the 
war. Hardly beneficial to American taxpay-
ers and the friends and families of soldiers 
who did not return. 
 Why do they use the phrase “blood and 
treasure”? We already know the high price 
America has paid for this war; we don’t need 
a phrase that creates the image of swash-
buckling pirates.
 Finally, there’s “war.” I thoroughly enjoyed 
the Obama administration’s explanation 
of how our military helping to overthrow 
Muammar Gaddafi in Libya was not a war 
since there was no “sustained fighting,” 
“exchange of fire with hostile forces,” or 
“troops on the ground.” 
 But didn’t we initialize the no-fly zone 
using jet fighters that bombed Gaddafi’s mil-
itary? Even if they didn’t shoot at our planes, 
it doesn’t mean our side was not engaged in 
warfare. 
 It should be obvious to everyone to know 
when a war is taking place, but even that 
straightforward word has been twisted out 
of recognition.
 Al Franken explained his book Rush 
Limbaugh Is a Big Fat Idiot and Other 
Observations as “a satire of the breakdown 
of civility in our public discourse.” Basically, 
he was saying that people can’t disagree 
about politics without making personal 
attacks. That was about 15 years ago. Today, 
our politicians and commentators can’t dis-
agree about politics without manipulating 
the meanings of words and phrases to scare 
the populace into believing what they want 
them to believe.
The Death of Honesty in Political Discourse
DIllon elIassen
ColumnIst
Cutting through the rhetoric: Politicians obscure fact, big surprise
 W 
kelYn bortZ
ColumnIst
Kelyn Bortz, a broadcasting major, is in her first year 
as a columnist for The Montclarion.
Road Rage: At Wit’s End with N.J. Drivers
Student fed up with rampant disregard for other drivers
Dillon Eliassen, a graduate student, is in his second 
year as a columnist for The Montclarion.
       hen I 
became a 
c o m m u t e r 
at Montclair 
State, I 
remembered 
something I 
had forgotten 
for a few years 
— New Jersey 
drivers can’t 
drive! If it isn’t 
the half hour it 
takes me to get to school, it’s the 20 minutes 
it takes me to drive five miles to work. 
 What are we doing wrong and why are 
we doing it? Let’s look at the observations I 
make every day driving on both highways 
and back roads, including the two biggest 
reasons why I feel N.J. is full of horrible 
drivers: difficulty merging and not knowing 
where they’re going.  
 First, I am convinced that New Jersey 
drivers do not know how to merge. Instead 
of alternating a car from each lane into the 
merging lane, it is a race to see who will get 
one car length ahead. This is the reason for 
the traffic we hit on major highways at rush 
hour. 
 Also, instead of getting over to the appro-
priate lane when we see a “merge ahead” 
sign, we wait until the last inch of the end-
ing lane to cut off another driver because we 
can’t have three cars in front of us — God 
forbid we get to our destination 10 seconds 
later. 
 The second and major reason it takes me 
so long to travel such a short distance to 
work is because people don’t seem to know 
where they are going. 
 In a world full of GPSs, many of which 
come built into new cars, there is no excuse. 
If you stop at every street to read the road 
sign or drive five miles an hour, don’t be sur-
prised when the person behind you uses the 
horn.  
 Even if the GPS or directions are confus-
ing, have the common courtesy to those driv-
ing near you — commit to the turn, make a 
U-turn at the next street if you need to, but 
don’t make others wait for your stupidity.    
 Some other observations that I feel are 
self-explanatory are blue “headache” lights: 
Are they really better than regular lights or 
are you purposely being obnoxious?
 If your windshield wipers are on, your 
headlights should be on. You are invisible in 
the rain without them.
 Blinkers are not optional. Most of us can’t 
read minds.
 Cutting across three lanes of traffic to get 
to your exit or backing up if you’ve missed 
your exit are dangerous not only to you but 
to other drivers who are not expecting such 
actions.
 Tailgating: Not only does this cost you 
the most points on your license, it will also 
be your fault if you hit the person in front of 
you. 
 When I can’t see your headlights in 
my rearview mirror, you’re too close. Also, 
chances are the driver in front of you is stay-
ing at exactly 35 mph because he wants to 
piss you off.
 Stop lines are not suggestions. Most traf-
fic lights are activated by the weight of a car 
before the white line on the road. Having 
even two car tires over the line resets the 
light, which is why you wait five minutes for 
the light to turn instead of one.
 Weaving in and out of traffic: It’s your 
choice to risk your life, but don’t put others 
in your careless path. 
 When it snows, clean the roof of your 
car. Nothing bothers me more than seeing a 
small car with a foot of snow on its roof. If I 
can get a step stool to clean my Explorer, you 
can too!
 Texting while driving: There is nothing 
more dangerous and annoying to me than 
being behind a driver who slows down, 
speeds up, swerves into the next lane, almost 
hits the median and then slows down again. 
Put the phone down.
 New Jersey drivers have been proven 
countless times to be the worst drivers in the 
United States. A GMAC Insurance National 
Drivers test rated N.J. drivers the worst 
drivers in the country after placing last on 
a written driving test that “gauged their 
knowledge of driving laws.” 
 Coming two spots lower than New Yorkers, 
“almost 37 percent of [NJ] drivers failed the 
test.” That’s a far cry from Kansas drivers, 
who finished first with only 5.7 percent fail-
ing the test. 
 What is the reason for this horrible driv-
ing? Maybe it has something to do with the 
“road” test we take. Somehow, I don’t think 
driving around in an enclosed parking lot 
really proves that a 17-year-old is qualified 
to drive a car in N.J. 
 Every other state requires a test on an 
actual road, a more realistic way to gauge 
driving ability. Furthermore, most of the 
questions on our written test have nothing 
to do with driving. 
 How often do you need to know how far 
away from a fire hydrant or railroad cross-
ing you need to park? Curbs where you 
shouldn’t park are outlined in either red or 
yellow. 
 But road rage may be the biggest reason 
why we suck at driving. Petty revenge (i.e. 
cutting someone off who just cut you off) 
gives rise to our animalistic tendencies. 
Rather than focusing on how we are driving, 
we focus on how to piss off other people who 
are driving around us. 
 Though the Jersey attitude is known 
nationwide, driving like this is unsafe and 
irresponsible. We need to pay more atten-
tion to the road and drive safely, rather than 
focusing on the minute we may shave off our 
driving time by speeding, the conversation 
that can wait 10 minutes until we park and 
flipping off the person who passed us when 
we slammed on the brakes to reach for a 
candy bar. 
 If you think that you are the best driver 
in the world, take the practice test on the 
N.J. DMV website; you may be surprised 
(and humbled quite a bit). 
 W 
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Pop-punk Not Dead, Just Resting
Simple Plan, The Cab and more rock out at show
     Let’s be honest here. The 
pop punk scene isn’t doing too 
well these days. For the last 
few years, it’s been out with 
the Blink-182s and Fall Out 
Boys and in with the All Time 
Lows and the Cobra Starships. 
To me, that’s not a very reas-
suring change. I mean, it’s 
pretty obvious that the music 
industry has taken a turn for 
the worse lately and the pop 
punk genre is no exception. 
     However, last Tuesday at 
the Best Buy Theatre, an in-
teresting rendezvous took 
place. Three of the bands that 
were considered pop punk su-
perstars a few years ago got 
together and put on a show. 
And I’m not talking a typical 
modern, screaming-fangirls, 
digital-camera-filled, pelvic-
thrusting-frontman show. I’m 
talking a violently-moshing, 
both-hands-in-the-air, get-
kicked-in-the-face-by-a-crowd-
surfer show. It may sound pain-
ful, but it was one of the best 
performances I’ve ever been to. 
     Marianas Trench, the first 
support band, seemed to be 
headed for problems from 
the second they stepped out 
onto the stage. They walked 
out to the first four rows of 
people (who all looked like 
early teenage girls, from 
where I was standing in the 
back) screaming and trying to 
touch them, but the screams 
quickly stopped when they 
realized that frontman Josh 
Ramsay’s mic wasn’t working. 
     I wasn’t very disappoint-
ed, considering that not even 
the most thoughtful lyrics 
could make their generic pop 
punk chord progressions and 
stereotypical “emo kid” out-
fits bearable to watch. While 
the problem was being fixed, 
Ramsay regaled us with the 
story of how “this happened to 
us once before when we were 
dressed like ninjas” and pro-
ceeded to reenact the ninja 
fight they had onstage, which 
was completely fascinating 
(and I hope you can sense the 
sarcasm in my words). Howev-
er, their set was only supposed 
to be 17 minutes, and with 
the sound problems, they only 
ended up playing a few songs. 
     Then came The Cab. I used 
to listen to The Cab in my 
early high school years, so I 
had a general sense of what 
their music was like (a tiny bit 
more bearable than Marian-
as Trench, but not by much). 
Preconceived notions aside, 
The Cab was definitely more 
entertaining to watch than 
the previous band and lead 
singer Alexander DeLeon was 
as energized as ever, strut-
ting around the stage and in-
teracting with both the crowd 
and his fellow band members. 
    The set list seemed to please 
the crowd, as they played 
songs from their earlier al-
bums as well as tracks from 
their latest project, both of 
which the crowd loved. And I 
won’t lie to you, I sang along 
with some of their older songs 
such as “I’ll Run” without 
shame (The Cab are a part of 
my childhood, after all). All in 
all, The Cab earned the atten-
tion of the audience and got 
them ready for the next act.
     While The Cab was get-
ting the crowd hyped up and 
energized, Forever the Sickest 
Kids was backstage, undoubt-
edly poking fun at frontman 
Jonathan Cook’s getup: a full 
body skeleton suit that he 
wore for the first half of their 
set. I had migrated from the 
back of the venue down into 
the pit by this time, hoping 
to make it to a good spot by 
the time Simple Plan came 
on, but I’m glad that I was in 
the middle of the crowd for 
Forever the Sickest Kids’ set. 
     The energy from this band 
was incredible — they had the 
crowd jumping and scream-
ing and singing along to old 
hits (like their first song, 
“Hey Brittany,” as well as 
their first and second singles, 
“Whoah Oh” and “She’s A 
Lady,” — during all of which 
I participated in the jumping 
and the screaming and the 
singing) as well as some new-
er hits like “Hip Hop Chick.” 
Cook knows how to work 
a stage, I’ll give him that. 
     He sang with passion while 
posing for the photographers 
in the photopit and never 
missed a beat, even while tak-
ing his skeleton costume off 
to reveal normal clothes un-
derneath. Forever the Sick-
est Kids succeeded in making 
me feel like a 15-year-old girl 
again, which is no easy feat. 
In all honesty, I thoroughly 
Emilia D’Albero
Staff Writer
MSUArts@gmail.com
    Near Death is an inter-
esting concept for a comic: 
You’re a professional assas-
sin who’s done all sorts of ter-
rible things. Then, you have 
a near-death experience and 
start trying to save people 
instead of killing them. This 
dynamic lends itself to the 
comic’s medium well, with a 
spiritual revelation becoming 
the agent of change in pro-
tagonist Markham’s outlook. 
     With this change of heart 
come decisions which are 
hard at best: does a convict-
ed former rapist deserve to 
be killed by vengeful family 
members? What should an as-
sassin do about police corrup-
tion? What if one of those of-
ficers is trying to arrest you?
     Markham is deep enough to 
allow the exploration of these 
harsh questions while remain-
ing self-interested enough 
to remind the reader that 
he doesn’t care about other 
characters. This is a path of 
redemption for the most self-
ish of reasons, and it shows. 
     Markham is a sociopathic 
assassin interested in not go-
ing to hell. The other charac-
ters, while relevant to the plot, 
are not relevant to the great-
er story of Markham’s not-
quite-redemption. Every new 
twist and every action scene 
is just a showcase for our al-
ways-interesting protagonist.
     And what a protagonist 
Markham is, drawn by Si-
mone Guglielmini in such de-
tail that you can see his fur-
rowed brows in the middle of 
an action sequence. Steeped 
in shadows and a heavily con-
sistent look, the noir influ-
ences in the book are apparent 
even with the bright palette 
used by colorist Ron Riley. 
     This is a book that has clear 
influences and pays tribute to 
them without directly copy-
enjoyed their performance 
and I’m not afraid to admit it. 
     Then, the lights dimmed. 
The silence was broken by 
the shrieks of delight from 
the girls in the front rows, 
quickly joined by the voices of 
the rest of the crowd. By that 
point, I had made my way to 
the middle of the crowd, about 
six rows back; the amount of 
people that were packed into 
the venue made it very tight 
and very hot. I could tell this 
was going to be a good show. 
Simple Plan stormed onto the 
stage and, from the very first 
note of the very first song (the 
ever-popular “Shut Up!”), 
they owned that entire venue. 
     There was not one person 
in that crowd who didn’t have 
their fist in the air at some 
point, singing along with all 
the songs. Simple Plan played 
hit after hit after hit, going 
from “Jump!”, a track from the 
very beginning of their career, 
to “Summer Paradise,” one 
of their most recent tracks, 
never failing to impress. 
Frontman Pierre Bouvier 
quite literally jumped all over 
the stage, sometimes collid-
ing with guitarist Jeff Stinco 
or the drum kit, but never 
losing the smile on his face. 
     Towards the end of their set, 
he actually jumped into the 
crazy crowd and the fans re-
acted by straining themselves 
to touch his hair (or in some 
cases, his bum), but it was all 
in good fun. Like I mentioned 
before, the crowd was a bit 
violent — my cartilage pierc-
ing was ripped out — but I’m 
guilty as charged: I started 
more circle pits than I care to 
say, as well as crowdsurfing an 
embarrassing number of times. 
     Simple Plan put on a show 
that brought me back to my 
childhood; I felt like that 
11-year-old girl again, sitting 
by my boombox after school, 
singing along to “Welcome to 
My Life.” When they played 
that song, I really felt like 
my life had come full circle. 
     Waving my arms and sing-
ing those words with all my 
heart along with hundreds of 
other people not only helped 
me reminisce, but also gave 
me hope that the pop punk 
genre will still live on through 
bands like Simple Plan, 
the band that “I’d Do Any-
thing” to see perform again. 
Simple Plan (Pictured above), The Cab, Forever the Sickest Kids and Marianas Trench rocked the Best Buy Theatre. Photo courtesy of Ken Grand-Pierre.
Staying Alive
Near Death is a constant thrillride
ing them — the rarest form of 
flattery and love for a genre. 
     The only issue is that 
some of the plot points are a 
little obvious to the experi-
enced reader. But without any 
knowledge of noir or comics, 
this becomes a little less jar-
ring and more of an entertain-
ing twist, quite different than 
those of M. Night Shyamalan. 
     For anyone who wants a 
fun noir experience, for any-
one who enjoys quality art, 
for anyone who wants to see 
into the mind of a killer, I em-
phatically recommend Near 
Death. There are currently 
three issues and the next one 
comes out in January 2012 
— what are you waiting for?
Alan Vallee
Arts Editor
Near Death is full of thrills and adventure. Photo courtesy of USA Today.
Alan’s Verdict: 
Buy it now!
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Viva La Badu!
Erykah Badu Shines at the Best Buy Theater 
Rashard Bradshaw
Asst. A&E Editor
    On Nov. 5, the Best Buy Theater in 
Manhattan hosted the “Queen of Neo-
Soul,” Erykah Badu, who delivered 
a breathtaking performance that in-
cluded some of her biggest hits. Badu 
was accompanied by her new band, 
the Cannabinoids, and debuted mate-
rial from their new project. The Can-
nabinoids is a collective of Dallas, 
Texas natives who have mastered 
the art of modern music wizardry
          The group includes five distinguished 
producers/keyboardists/backup vocal-
ists: Symbolic One, Picnictyme, Jah 
Born, Rob Free and R.C. Williams. The 
collective is complete with two DJs, Big 
Texas and A1, and one drummer, the 
baby of the group, Cleon Edwards, with 
Badu serving as the lead vocalist/MC. 
      Indie rapper Theophilus London, 
who has been making major waves in 
the music industry with his unique 
take on hip hop, opened the show with a 
high-energy set that included his tracks 
“Flying Overseas” and “Last Name Lon-
don.” Many magazines have successful-
ly built significant hype around London, 
which he sadly didn’t quite live up to. 
     He shared that he and his band, 
which includes a DJ, guitarists and a 
bass player, were jetlagged from the 
recent flight from Miami to New York. 
His performance of “Big Spender” from 
his upcoming EP was definitely a crowd 
favorite, though I’m not sold on his 
place in the current state of hip hop. 
     After his set, DJ A1 spun a mix of 
Reggae and R & B throwbacks that 
pumped life back into the crowd and 
even caused a mass electric slide. 
There was positive energy in the air as 
the crowd waited for Badu to take the 
stage and make us all fall in love with 
her raw talent and infectious aura. 
     Badu, who was a little behind sched-
ule for her set, treated the crowd to a 
nearly two-hour journey of emotions 
that was beautifully passionate and 
extremely organic. Badu poured her 
heart out to a packed house that she 
thanked for coming out to experience 
what she called the band’s “therapy.” 
     Badu scatted, beat boxed and sang 
her classics from “On and On” to 
“Love of My Life,” providing each jam 
a different tempo that kept my hips 
rocking and my feet stomping. The 
vibe was like a mash-up of a Sunday 
church service and an alien abduc-
tion, fulfilling and out of this world. 
     My favorite track from her set was 
the rendition of “Umm Hmm” from her 
latest album, New Amerykah Part Two 
(Return of the Ankh). The band took a 
different approach with the already-
sultry track after Badu requested that 
they “chop” and “screw it,” which was 
an experience I’m glad I was given the 
chance to hear live. Badu admitted that 
a few of her vocal notes may have been off 
that night, and she flubbed a line from 
her classic “Bag Lady,” but her 
talent is undeniable, even more 
so when she shows her humil-
ity, something few artists do today. 
  The crowd was filled with the 
most devoted Badu fans, and 
they thoroughly enjoyed the new 
tracks she sang from the Cannabi-
noids’ debut album coming in 2012. 
     Badu not only proved why she bears 
the mark of hip hop/soul/funk royalty 
but also showcased that she is an in-
novator in the art of entertainment. 
The crowd watched in awe as Badu delivered an inspiring performance . Photo courtesy of The Baltimore Sun.
What’s Your Ultimate?
Ultimate Marvel vs. Capcom 3 thrills
Alan Vallee
Arts Editor
     It’s been almost a month since Ul-
timate Marvel vs. Capcom 3 was re-
leased, allowing everyone to get used 
to the game and set up their own 
play style in the new system. For 
those of you who don’t know, this is 
the update to Capcom’s hugely suc-
cessful Marvel vs. Capcom 3, a fight-
ing game starring characters from 
Marvel comics and Capcom games. 
   In the past, these have always 
been highly successful, with Mar-
vel vs. Capcom 2 becoming a tour-
nament staple for over 10 years. 
Thankfully, there doesn’t seem to be 
such a large delay for the next game.
    This game was originally supposed 
to be released as downloadable ex-
pansions for the original Marvel vs. 
Capcom 3, but due to the massive 
earthquake and tsunami, the de-
velopment schedule was changed. 
       Capcom then decided that they could 
instead just place the planned content 
along with some additional content to 
make the game more robust and release 
it as a retail disc. Thankfully, it was dis-
counted and improved enough to make 
it worth both the wait and the price.
     One of the first changes you’ll notice is 
the expanded character roster. Twelve 
new characters have been added to the 
game, bringing the total up to 48, which 
is less than the 56 in Marvel 2 , but un-
like Marvel 2, there are no blatantly 
unusable characters. Every character is 
capable of seeing fantastic casual play 
and excellent tournament play as well.
     Some of these new characters have 
been requested for years, such as 
Phoenix Wright, and some came out 
of left field to become crowd favorites, 
such as Rocket Raccoon. Strider even 
made a comeback, even though he 
and Dr. Doom are no longer the “Best 
Friends Forever” duo they had been in 
the past. But of course, all the inter-
esting characters in the world won’t 
help without gameplay to back it up.
     The gameplay in this game is phe-
nomenal. That’s all there is to say 
about it. The four-button layout, which 
the original introduced, is kept here 
and makes the game immediately ac-
cessible to new players, while main-
taining the complexity required for 
the game to grow for hardcore players. 
     All the returning characters have 
been re-balanced to accommodate the 
new ones and everyone’s favorite me-
chanic, X-Factor, has been redesigned 
so that it can be activated in the air 
and affects each character equally 
as opposed to giving some charac-
ters an overwhelming advantage. 
      The graphics in this game are beau-
tiful, which is no surprise since they are 
in the same style as the original Mar-
vel vs. Capcom 3. They are cartoon-y 
without appearing cheap and give the 
game an even more energetic feel with-
out compromising itself artistically. 
     The new music for the charac-
ters is also great electronic music, 
with Phoenix Wright’s themes tak-
ing the award for best new song. 
     Overall, I would recommend anyone 
that enjoys fighting, games, comics or 
fun to buy this game. With a lowered 
price point and amazing new charac-
ters, it has something for everyone. 
     I’ll be playing Phoenix Wright, Chun-
Li and Ghost Rider. How about you?
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Ultimate Marvel vs. Capcom 3 promises action and tears. Photo courtesy of  Comics Alliance.
The Normal Review
Cordially Invites you to the
Fall 2011 Premier Party
Please join us for the unveiling of our newest issue, the an-
nouncement of Editor’s Choice and refreshments
Dec. 12 at 8pm
The Rathskeller Lounge
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Rider’s highly regarded College of Business 
Administration program provides the 
career-specific training that is essential for 
professional success.
Financial aid available for qualified 
applicants through scholarships and 
graduate assistant opportunities.
To learn more about the how Rider’s 
College of Business Administration’s 
graduate programs can accelerate your 
career, go to www.rider.edu/academics.
Rider Connects
College of Business  
Administration
???????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????
Rider 
Connects
Graphic courtesy of Craig McCarthy.
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 The league, its owners and 
the NBA players are trying to 
create a more balanced league. 
With the new Collective 
Bargaining Agreement becom-
ing finalized recently for the 
NBA, players and owners will 
see changes that are different 
than in years past; some are 
drastic, but for the most part 
things remained the same.
 A season that looked like 
it was going to be wiped out 
weeks ago was suddenly saved 
in time for a 66-game regular 
season. Owners and players 
have come to terms with nego-
tiations that were miles apart 
at one point. What’s changed 
and how did this all happen?
 The NBA players took a 
pay cut (57 percent to 52.15 
percent) because they didn’t 
have any money left over from 
before the lockout. They knew 
this day was most likely com-
ing; the day their paychecks 
stopped getting signed their options were 
to either a) play overseas, b) find another, 
more common, job to provide some money 
while the lockout is still in effect or c) 
survive on the hundreds of thousands of 
dollars they were given in their last con-
tract. All are plausible options, yet, with 
so many opportunities to stay out of debt, 
these players were unable to stay above 
water.
 The average NBA player’s salary was 
$5.15 million. Granted, a few star players 
account for a big chunk of that money, 
but players as a whole are still making 
well over six- and even seven-digit sala-
ries. It’s hard to feel pity for a person pro-
viding entertainment and making more 
money than the average hardworking 
American.
 Now that the players agreed to give 
up more than they originally anticipated, 
out of necessity, the NBA season will 
resume on Christmas Day.
 It remains to be seen just how potent 
this new CBA will be (which has a mutual 
buyout clause in 2017, meaning either the 
players or the owners can opt out of this 
current deal in 2017). Options to hurt the 
league’s superstars and financially boom-
ing teams have been implemented to 
level out the playing field. No longer will 
a player like Carmelo Anthony be able to 
bully his way into getting the trade he 
wanted to the team he wanted. The NBA 
should start to act more like a business, 
telling their clients — the players — how 
they’re going to run their team instead of 
a LeBron James or a Kobe Bryant taking 
over the team. Teams will be required to 
pay more in luxury tax — $1 for every 
$1 spent over the cap. They will also be 
required to spend more on their players, 
at least 85 percent of the total salary 
cap.
 And with all of the talk of superstars 
joining up to form powerhouse teams, I’m 
surprised the league didn’t try to do more 
with all of this monopoly. With Dwight 
Howard and Chris Paul, two marquee 
names, heading into free agency at the 
end of the 2011-2012 season and all 
the speculation surrounding the Knicks 
obtaining one or both of these players, 
the league may need to opt out of their 
clause just to prevent five teams from 
being the base of the entire league.
 Other than some loopholes being tied 
up, there isn’t much that’s exciting in 
this new CBA. It’s almost certain that 
we’ll see a new CBA being negotiated 
after one side, most likely the players, 
opts out of the current deal. 
 With all of the money the players are 
losing because of current (desperate) 
times, it’s easy to see that they’re going 
to want to bring the salary amongst the 
owners and split players further from 
the 50/50 mark and closer to the 60/40 
(in favor of the players) that it was near 
when the 2005 CBA was agreed upon.
Jay Hrina
AssistAnt sports Editor
Photo Courtesy of theknicksnation.com
Players and owners finally agree on collective bargaining agreement
New CBA for the NBA
The NBA season will officially begin on Dec. 25 with a five-game showcase. Season-opening games will include Celtics vs. 
Knicks, Heat vs. Mavericks, Bulls vs. Lakers, Magic vs. Thunder and Clippers vs. Warriors.
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BLUE DEVILS         6
RED HAWKS        1 
Red Hawks Fall to Fourth with Weekend Rout
 The Red Hawks squared off against 
Central Connecticut State University 
team on Saturday, Dec. 3 for a tough 
game as Montclair (4-3 in SECHL) was 
defeated by the Blue Devils (4-1-1 in 
SECHL) 6-1 and fell to fourth in the 
Super East Collegiate Hockey League.  
 
 
 
 This is the first time in three years 
that the Red Hawks have lost three 
games in a row and their hopes of return-
Steve Ricci
stAff WritEr
ing to Nationals are in danger. 
 The first period of the game was as 
good as it gets, back-and-forth hockey 
and save after save by goalies Kevin Fox 
(Montclair) and Gregory Coco (Central 
Connecticut) and the game remained 
scoreless after one.
 The Blue Devils flew out of the gate in 
the second period when freshman Conor 
Stanley put the puck in the back of the 
net just 1:30 into the second on a pass 
from his brother Ryan.
 The Red Hawks couldn’t find any 
luck despite two power plays during the 
second period. With just 2:25 remaining, 
the Stanley duo set up a score as Conor 
put the puck past Fox on a play set up by 
brother Ryan.
 The third period got off to a rough 
start when a fight broke out between 
the two teams just two minutes into 
the third. Doug Kubek got two minutes 
for roughing, Albert Abaunza was given 
two minutes for charging, and Thomas 
Lindquist was handed four minutes for 
roughing all at 18:18 in the third period. 
On the Central Connecticut side, both 
Stanley brothers were given four min-
utes for roughing and Nick Mastroianni 
was also given a four-minute roughing 
penalty. 
 After all was said and done, the Red 
Hawks were given a two-minute power 
play and Joseph Redmon made the best 
of that. With the score 2-0, Montclair 
finally got a goal off the stick of Redmon 
cutting the deficit to one. Than it was all 
Central Connecticut, scoring four unan-
swered goals during the third period. 
Fox stopped 44 of 50 shots faced while 
posting a .880 save percentage. 
 “It starts with back checking,” said 
coach Frank Barone. “If you can’t get 
back to help your goalie out than these 
shots are going to find the back of the net 
nine out of 10 times.”
 Montclair has less than a week to get 
back to the mental state they were play-
ing at in during the first half of the sea-
son. With two big SECHL games coming 
up this weekend against Siena College on 
the road in Albany on Dec. 9 and at home 
against the University of New Hampshire 
on Dec. 10. The Red Hawks need to win 
both games to get their confidence and 
their rightful spot in the standings back. 
Sarah Sachais | The Montclarion
Sarah Sachais | The Montclarion
MSU loses third straight, now in fourth place in the SECHL 
The Red Hawks are now 4-3 in SECHL play and are fighting for their chance to 
get back to Nationals.
The Red Hawks are set to face Siena College on Dec. 9 and the University of New 
Hampshire on Dec. 10.
Winner will be chosen on December 24th 1:00 pm
(Winner does not need to be present to win)
i-Pad2 
Giveaway!
Come in for a cup of frozen yogurt and 
submit your completed entry form. 
All entries must be received between 
12/1/2011 and 12/24/2011 at 12:00 pm
See Complete Rules and Regulations 
Posted In Store
®
iPad is a registered trademark of Apple Inc.
*Oer Expires Dec 24, 2011
Valid at the Willowbrook Mall Only
Located at the Willowbrook Mall 
between Sears & California Pizza Kitchen (Outside Entrance)
Grand Opening!
TM
Earn credits in under 3 weeks: 
quickly, affordably and close to home.
take control 
of your semester break
take control 
of your credit requirements
take a class at Union
Get a jump on your Spring Semester by Enrolling 
in a Winter Course at Union County College.
Winter Session classes 
begin Tuesday, December 27, 2011.
For info call 908-709-7518 – or –
visit www.ucc.edu
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A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.
USA.gov is your offi cial source for federal, state and local government 
information. From Social Security to product recalls, it’s the place to fi nd 
the info you need. And now you can also share your ideas and opinions 
with your government. To make your total government connection, 
visit USA.gov.
Equals total government connecting.
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What should you do to stop a friend from driving drunk? 
Whatever you have to.
Friends don’t let friends drive drunk.
Ben Detwiler hoped to make the world a better place.
That hope died when he was killed by a drunk driver.
115144
115144
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Who’s Hot This Week
Game of the Week
Ice Hockey
Saturday, December 10 
@ 9:10 p.m.
vs. New Hampshire
Floyd Hall Arena
Montclair State ice hockey fac-
es off  against SECHL rival New 
Hampshire University at Floyd 
Hall Arena. MSU is currently 
ahead of  New Hampshire by a 
few points in the SECHL.
 
 The Red Hawks returned to action 
on Friday, Dec. 2 when they traveled to 
Connecticut College to face off against 
Coast Guard in the tip-off game of the 
Camel/Cadet Classic.  
 Montclair prevailed through another 
hard-fought game defeating Coast Guard 
(4-2) 71-67.  August nearly tallied a 
triple-double with 22 points, 13 rebounds 
and seven assists. He received help from 
freshman Ken Rubenstein and Flores, 
who added 20 and 16 points, respective-
ly.  
 Rubenstein proved to be the x-factor in 
this game, scoring eight straight points 
to begin the half putting the Red Hawks 
up by 21 points. Coast Guard fought back 
and trimmed the lead to as little as 68-65 
before freshman Dwight Bostic sealed 
the game by sinking two late-game free 
throws.   
 In the championship game of the tour-
nament, Montclair State faced off against 
Connecticut College on Saturday after-
noon. August, who was named the Most 
 The MSU men’s basketball team is 
coming off a very successful weekend in 
which they were victorious in all three 
of their contests and went on to win the 
Camel/Cadet Classic.  
 In their conference opener, the Red 
Hawks (5-2) traveled to the Golden 
Dome to take on the Rutgers-Newark 
Scarlet Raiders on Wednesday, Nov. 
30. Montclair was powered by the ever-
reliable inside force of senior forward 
Andrew August, who registered 18 points 
and freshman guard Brian Flores, who 
contributed 17. The contest was down to 
the wire as the Red Hawks held a 1-point 
lead with 20 seconds remaining.  The 
win was secured by strong defense and 
a clutch lay-in by junior forward Asad 
Faison.  
Men’s Basketball
  NJAC             Overall
NORtH
WPU                    2 - 0               6 - 0
NJCU         1 - 0               6 - 0
MSU         1 - 0               5 - 2 
Ramapo                1 - 1               6 - 2 
RU-Newark            1 - 1               4 - 3
    
SOUtH                      
   
tCNJ    1 - 1                3 - 2
Kean            1 - 1                2 - 4
Stockton          0 - 0                2 - 4
Rowan       0 - 2                3 - 4
RU-Camden 0 - 2          1 - 4
Last Week
12/3 Stockton 76, MSU 67
Last Week
12/2 MSU 71, Coast Guard 67
12/3 MSU 71, Conn. College 66 (OT)
Women’s Basketball
This Week
12/9  @ Siena College             9:15 p.m.
12/10 vs. New Hampshire       9:10 p.m.
Last Week
12/3 CCSU 6, MSU 1
Ice Hockey
                    SECHL                   Overall
  WPU            6 - 2 - 1                  13 - 2 - 1
  CCSU           4 - 1 - 1            7 - 4 - 2
  NYU        4 - 2 - 1                  11 - 4 - 2
  MSU            4 - 3 - 0                    7 - 4 - 1
  Siena           3 - 2 - 1                  10 - 3 - 3 
  N. H.            2 - 1 - 1                    4 - 6 - 2 
 
  Marist          2 - 4 - 1                    7 - 4 - 2 
                      
  WCSU          0 - 8 - 0                   3 - 10 - 0  
Swimming & Diving
This Week
12/8 vs.  Misericordia Univ.         5 p.m.
12/9 @    St. Peters                 4:30 p.m.
Last Week
12/5 Seton Hall University
Men - SHU 114, MSU 83
Women - SHU 125.5, MSU 70.5
 
            NJAC                Overall
Men’s
tCNJ                     2 - 0                  5 - 0
  
Rowan                   1 - 0                  3 - 0 
WPU                      0 - 1                  5 - 2
Ramapo      0 - 1                  1 - 1
  
MSU                      0 - 1                  2 - 3
    
Women’s                      
   
tCNJ              1 - 0                    5 - 0 
Rowan         1 - 0                    3 - 0
   
WPU                     0 - 1                    6 - 2
MSU  0 - 1                    2 - 3
Ramapo   0 - 1              0 - 1
  NJAC             Overall
North
WPU                    2 - 0                7 - 0
RU-Newark            1 - 1                5 - 1
NJCU         0 - 1                0 - 5 
Ramapo      0 - 2                4 - 2 
MSU         0 - 0                2 - 4 
    
South                      
   
Kean       2 - 0                6 - 1
Stockton          1 - 0                6 - 1
RU-Camden            1 - 1                5 - 1 
   
tCNJ    1 - 1                4 - 3
Rowan      1 - 1          4 - 4 
This Week
12/8    @  SUNY New Paltz          7 p.m.
12/10  @  City College of NY          TBA
12/14  @  Richard Stockton        7 p.m.
This Week
12/10  @  Drew                             2 p.m.
12/12  vs. SUNY New Paltz          7 p.m.
Melissa Tobie
Guard — Women’s Basketball
Tobie produced a team-high 21 points to go along with 
eight rebounds in Montclair’s 76-67 loss to Stockton 
over the weekend. She led all scorers with 17 points in 
the first half  alone. Tobie also recorded five assists, 
three blocks and three steals in the game.
Andrew August
Forward — Men’s Basketball
August won his second  NJAC Player of  the Week award 
during the Red Hawks’ 3-0 week of  play that featured 
victories against Rutgers-Newark, Coast Guard and 
Connecticut College. His 21.3 points  and 10 rebounds 
per game average during the week earned him the 
Connecticut College Tournament Most Valuable Player.
Valuable Player of the tournament, reg-
istered a second straight double-double 
after dropping in 24 points and pulling 
down 12 rebounds. 
 With the game knotted up at the end 
of regulation at 58-58, the Red Hawks 
used an 8-point surge in order to secure 
the championship, winning the game 
71-66.  Rubenstein earned a spot on the 
all-tournament team and chipped in with 
17 points while Flores contributed 13 
points of his own.  
 Head coach Ted Fiore is thoroughly 
satisfied with the team’s performance 
thus far; however, he believes the Red 
Hawks have yet to reach their maximum 
capabilities. 
 “We have done very well despite the 
youth of our team but I believe we still 
have a lot of work that can be done,” 
Fiore said. The Red Hawks are riding 
high and look to extend their winning 
streak to four games tonight, Thursday, 
Dec. 8 when they continue their road trip 
to take on SUNY New Paltz at  7 p.m. 
Basketball Wins Camel/Cadet Classic
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NBA scheduled to start 
Christmas Day
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Dan Mendoza fights for the ball during the Red Hawks’ 4-0 loss to the 
Battling Bishops in the NCAA Div. III semifinal on Friday, Dec. 2.
  
Emily Duncan l NCAA
 Only two weeks removed from their 
strong performances at the Golden Bear 
Invitational in Kutztown, the men’s and 
women’s swim teams lost their first 
of three dual meets this week against 
Division I Seton Hall University. The 
men’s team lost 114-83 and the women 
lost 125.5-70.5 as both teams have fallen 
to 2-3 for the season.
 Junior freestyler Thomas Long won 
two events as he placed first in the 50 
free with a time of 22.70 and went on 
to help Zak Westerberg, Chris Lee and 
Nikolas Lumkong win the 200 medley 
relay, posting 1:41.97 with Long as the 
anchor.
 “Seton Hall was a tough meet, they 
had some fast swimmers,” Lee said, “but 
what the score doesn’t show is the great 
times and close races.” 
 Other notables include sophomore 
Donny Keenan who won the 100 breast-
stroke with a time of 1:03.40 and Joseph 
Berry who had two second-place finishes 
in the 100 freestyle and 500 freestyle 
with times of 50.03 and 5:13.51 respec-
tively.
 On the women’s side, Jessica Joseph 
and Kelsie Donahue each had first-place 
finishes, with Joseph winning in the 100 
breaststroke with a time of 1:11.05 and 
Donahue in the 100 backstroke with 
1:05.62. 
 Kelly Abner and Ashley Vallone also 
performed admirably as the both record-
ed second-place finishes. Abner had a 
time of 2:06.12 in the 200 freestyle and 
Vallone had a time of 25.63 in the 50 
Red Hawks Fall in National Semifinal
Red Hawks Hung Out to Dry
Hockey loses third straight 
game and falls in SECHL 
standings
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freestyle.
 “We’ve been training hard and it 
shows. We’re going to let the loss moti-
vate us for the remainder of the week and 
for the season,” Lee later added. 
 Montclair will look to rebound today at 
5 p.m. in Panzer pool as the team takes 
on Misericordia University, whose men’s 
team is 3-1 and women’s team is 4-2. 
Montclair will finish off their long week 
of dual meets with a tri-meet, travel-
ing to St. Peter’s college to take on the 
Peacocks along with Manhattan College 
tomorrow at 9 p.m. 
Sarah Sachais | The Montclarion
Sarah Sachais | The Montclarion
 The men’s soccer team was 
knocked out of the NCAA Div. III 
tournament after losing to Ohio 
Wesleyan University 4-0 on Friday, 
Dec. 2.
 “Everybody was pumped up,” said 
sophomore midfielder Dan Mendoza. 
“Going into the game, everybody 
was ready.”
 The Battling Bishops dominated 
the Red Hawks on offense. In the 
first half, MSU only took three shots 
while Ohio Wesleyan took an out-
standing 12. Both teams were quiet 
in the second half. MSU took four 
shots and Ohio Wesleyan dropped 
to only five shots. The constant 
pressure also allowed the Battling 
Bishops to take seven corner kicks 
throughout the game.
 Even though the Red Hawks only 
took seven shots, four of them were 
on goal. If they were able to take more 
shots, the outcome may have been differ-
ent. On the other side of the ball OWU 
had 10 out of its 17 shots on goal.
 The first half ended with the Red 
Hawks down 3-0 after goals by Jon 
Stegner, Travis Wall and Tyler Bryant. 
Stegner scored in the 15th minute and 
was then followed by Wall 15 minutes 
later. Bryant scored the third goal only 
six minutes after Wall. In the second 
half, Matt Bonfini scored the fourth and 
MSU ends record season with 4-0 loss in NCAA Div. III semifinal
The men’s swim team lost to Seton Hall University 114-83 and has fallen to 2-3 
this season.
The women’s swim team lost to Seton Hall Univsersity 125.5-70.5 and has fallen 
to 2-3 on the season.
final goal in the 53rd minute of regula-
tion. “We weren’t playing our best soc-
cer,” said Mendoza. “If we give our best 
and lose, we can’t be upset. As long as 
you always give 100%, that’s all that 
matters.”
 The Red Hawks finish their season 
with a 19-4-3 record. This was the first 
season in program history that the Red 
Hawks made it to the “Final Four” in 
the NCAA Div. III Tournament. MSU 
finished the regular season 14-2-3 (5-1-2 
NJAC). The Red Hawks had an outstand-
ing season this year. With a relentless 
offense and consistent defense, the Red 
Hawks had one of their best seasons 
ever.
 “I knew we were a strong team that 
could make it to the NCAA tournament,” 
said junior midfielder Kevin Osman. 
 On their way to the NCAA DIV. III 
Tournament, the Red Hawks had a pret-
ty easy trip. After going 14-2-3 (5-1-2 
NJAC), the Red Hawks beat William 
Paterson 2-0 in NJAC semifi-
nals. Unfortunately, MSU lost to 
Rutgers-Camden 1-0 in the NJAC 
final and had to wait to see if they 
made it into the national tourna-
ment with an at-large bid.
 MSU received a slot in the tour-
nament and played Framingham 
State in the first round. The Red 
Hawks had no trouble in the first 
round, dominating Framingham 
State 5-0. MSU then played 
Dickinson College in what would 
end up being a 2-1 win after going 
into two overtime periods. MSU 
then proceeded to defeat Neumann 
College 2-1 and Stevens Institute 
of Technology 1-0 before losing to 
Ohio Wesleyan 4-0.
 MSU finished the season with a 
shot on goal percentage of .421. The 
Red Hawks also averaged 18 goals 
per game. 
 Thanks to the constant pressure 
and high accuracy, MSU managed 
to score 64 goals this season. The Red 
Hawk offense was lead by Mendoza 
and senior midfielder Kevin Zalewski. 
Mendoza and Zalewski combined for 27 
out of MSU’s 64 goals. 
 Going hand-in-hand with the power-
house offense was the consistently tough 
defense. The MSU defense allowed only 
20 goals this entire season while record-
ing 12 shutouts. 
 Leading the defense was junior goal-
keeper Anthony Rogic. Rogic finished 
the season with 20 goals allowed and 78 
saves. Rogic also recorded nine shutouts 
during his 2282 minutes in goal.
